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If  you  did  not  get  to  the  annual  meeting*  at  Harrisburg  to  pay  your  dues 
send  the  $1.00  by  mail  to  the  Secretary. 


A  SURVEY  OF  MARKETING  THROUGH  RETAIL  STORES  IN  PENNA. 

After  several  years  of  close  contact  with  this  field  of  marketing  several 
conditions  gradually  appeared  as  facts.  Some  of  these  conditions  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  best  but  seemed  to  work  against  the  development  of  the  honey 
markets. 

A  survey  of  100  stores  was  made  to  determine  the  actual  conditions  in  the 
retail  grocery  stores.  The  survey  was  made  largely  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
State,  and  did  not  include  the  sections  in  or  immediately  around  either  Phila- 
delphia or  Pittsburgh. 

The  survey  included  41  towns  in  25  counties.  It  was  made  during  the  fall 
of  the  year  between  August  15th  and  December  15th.  The  figures  obtained 
in  the  survey  were  as  follows: 

No.  of  stores  visited  100 

No.  of  counties  included  25 

No.  of  towns  included 41 

No.  of  stores  carrying  comb  honey  47 

No.  of  stores  carrying  extracted  honey  55 

Stores  carrying  comb  honey  47 
Sections  broken  in  19  or  40  per  cent 
Sections  were  crystallized  in  8  or  17  per  cent 
Sections  moth  eaten  in  6  or  12  per  cent 
Sections  decidedly  dirty  7  or  14  per  cent 

A  total  of  32  stores  with  honey  in  bad  shape  or  68  p3r  cent  of  all  stores 
carrying  comb  honey. 

19  or  19  per  cent  refuse  to  handle  comb  honey 

No.  stores  with  honey  in  cellophane  16  or  34  per  cent 

No.  stores  with  honey  in  card-board  7  or  14  per  cent 

Wrapped  honey  leaking  or  moth  eaten  4  or  25  per  cent 

Unwrapped  honey  leaking  or  moth  eaten  18  or  75  per  cent 

None  in  cardboard 

40  stores  or  85  p3r  cent  carry  Pennsylvania  comb  honey 


18  stores  or  33  per  cent  carry  Pennsylvania  extracted  honey 

13  stores  or  23  per  cent  carry  trade  name  honey 

5  of  the  18  stores  carry  other  honey 

No.  stores  carrying  extracted  honey  55 

No.  stores  with  honey  in  glass  crystallized  9  or  16  per  cent 

One  store  sold  a  mixture  of  sugar  syrup  and  honey 

Stores  with  honey  in  tin  4 

Small  pieces  of  combs  in  bottles  4 

SALE  PRICE  OF  HONEY 

CO-''  Honey ^Y"  .^2°"  1|f^ 

Extracted  Honey  5  oz 14  gg  'la 

Extracted  Honey  8  oz .17  jq  35 

Extracted  Honey  1  lb [  29  .15  45 

Sizes  of  Containers 

*     °"nces  15  ounces 

I,   °"n<=«s  16  ounces 

5%  ounces  20  ounces 

,f     °"n<=es  24  ounces 

n      ounces  33  ounces 

"      """'^e^  3  pounds 

"      °"n<=es  5  pounds 

14  sizes  in  all 

be  induced  to  handle  ^on^s^^ol^^^^^^^^  could 

quantity  of'^honef    But\TL^L'f  all  fr'7  ''T  '^^^  ^^^  ^-"  ^  very  large 
siderabfe  and  this^uU^^t  Z'S  fs  w^lt  ^nh  S^nt  '"^^^'^^^  ^^'- 

nrst^^ff^r^^rt^^^^^^^^^^^^^  srh-^"  ^^^^^^^  -^^-  ^- 

handling  of  honey.  Honey  will  ill  m^ch  mnJ^o  i^^^  ^T  '"  ^^^P^^t  to  the 
and  a  dozen  of  bottles  are'^onthf  colter  •  TrreTafnLrnfV  ^"^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 
be  on  the  shelves.  Whenever  a  section  i«hJ^^^.^.  °^  ^^^  supply  should 
crystallized  it  should  be  repLced  The  storeke^^^^^^^^^  '  -^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^omos 
vage  broken  or  crystallized  honey  The  b^ekPP^Pr  '^  ""^^  '"^  ^  ^^^^^^^^  to  sal- 
and  less  loss  since  he  understands  The  ^andiinf  of  "^  "^^  '^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^le 
Should  not  be  overstocked.    Repeated V'^it^s^hi;^^  b^J  ^^^.o  s^J^ly^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

storel^  Tfne^a^ni^^lLrr-^^^^^^  ™  3^  T  ^'  ^^^^  ^^  ^he 
materially  the  sale  of  honey  A  disnlav  nf  « v  ^  ^^'"''^  ^^^  ^  week  will  help 
explanation  of  the  sourcTor '  diffeS  flowerf  I^^JT^^h  ''  ^"^^^  ^^^^  -- 
Small  cakes  of  beeswax  offered  free  w  th  earh%/io^f  u  ""^  ^^^^  ^ome  will  help, 
as  Will  also  a  guessing  contest  for^llLh  Se^are  oS  "^^'^  '^^  ^^^^ 

ablel^o^frh^^^^^^^^^^^  they  can  make  a  reason- 

greater  the  percentage  of  pront  madThvtl^  breakage  or  poor  quality.  The 
courage  the  sale  of  the  prXt.--E  j  a        '  storekeeper  the  more  he  will  en! 


THE  AWARDS  FOR  THE  EXHIBITS  OF  HONEY  AND  BEESWAX  AT  THE 
FARM  PRODUCTS  SHOW  AT  HARRISBURG  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 


Class  90 — ^Light  Comb  Honey 


EXHIBITOR 
Roy  K.  Howell 
Treesdale  Farms 
D.  C.  Gilham 
Floyd  H.  Sandt 
Thos.  A.  Berkey 
Raymond  Bentley 
D.  B.  Burkholder 
W.  O.  Hershey 


Roy  K.  Howell 
Floyd  H.  Sandt 
D.  C.  Gilham 
Treesdale  Farms 
Raymond   Bentley 
Mrs.  John  E.  Fox 


Thos.  A.   Berkey 
John  S.  Eby 
Floyd  H.  Sandt 
Treesdale  Farms 
A.  T.  Keil 
W.  O.  Hershey 
Harry  E.  Jones 
Trexler  Farms 


A.  T.  Keil 
Treesdale  Farms 
Floyd  H.  Sandt 
A.  Lin  Lesher 
W.  O.  Hershey 
D.  C.  Gilham 
John  S.  Eby 
D.  L.  Burkholder 


Treesdale  Farms 
Thos.  A.  Berkey 
Floyd  H.  Sandt 
A.  T.  Keil 
D.  C.  Gilham 


ADDRESS 
Kunkletown 
Valencia 

Schuylkill  Haven 
Easton,  R.  D.  2 
Easton,  1319  Butler 
Townville 
Leacock 


St. 


COUNTY 

Monroe 

Allegheny 

Schuylkill 

Northampton 

Northampton 

Crawford 

Lancaster 


Lancaster,  119  N  Pine  St.   Lancaster 
Class  91— Dark  Comb  Honey 


Kunkletown 

Easton 

Schuylkill  Haven 

Valencia 

Townville 

Harrisburg 


Monroe 

Northamton 

Schuylkill 

Allegheny 

Crawford 

Dauphin 


AWARD  PLACE 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 


Class  92 — Light  Extracted  Honey 

Easton,   1319   Butler  St.   Northampton 


Manheim 


Lancaster 


Easton,  R.  D.  2  Northampton 

Valencia  Allegheny 

Valencia  Allegheny 

Lancaster,  119  N  Pine  St.  Lancaster 

Shinglehouse  Potter 

Allentown  Lehigh 

Class  93— Amber  Extracted  Honey 

Valencia  Allegheny 

Valencia  Allegheny 

Easton,  R.  D.  2  Northampton 

Chambersburg,  R.  9  Franklin 
Lancaster,  119  N  Pine  St.   Lancaster 

Schuylkill  Haven  Schuylkill 

Manheim  Lancaster 

Leacock  Lancaster 

Class  94— Dark  Extracted  Honey 


Valencia 

Easton.  119  N.  Pine  St. 

Easton,  R.  D.  2 

Valencia 

Schuylkill  Haven 


Allegheny 

Northampton 

Northampton 

Allegheny 

Schuylkill 


Floyd  H.  Sandt 
Thos.  A.  Berkey 
D.  C.  Gilham 
A.  T.  Keil 
Treesdale  Farms 
A.  Lin  Lesher 


Class  95— Crystallized  Extracted  Honey— glass 

Easton,  R.  D.  2  Northampton 

Easton',  119  N.  Pine  St,     Northampton 

Schuylkill  Haven  Schuylkill 

Valencia 

Valencia 

Chambersburg 


Allegheny 
Allegheny 
Franklin 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
G 
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Class  96 — Crystallized  Extracted  Honey — ^pails 

EXHIBITOR  ADDRESS  COUNTY  AWARD  PLACE 

Floyd  H.  Sandt  Easton,  R.  D.  2  Northampton  1 

Thos.  A.  Berkey        Easton  Northampton  2 

Treesdale  Farms        Valencia  Allegheny  3 

Class  97 — ^Beeswax 


Class  105 — Amber  Extracted  Honey 
Vocational  Classes 


Chas.  D.  Ruth 

Emaus,  422  Ridge  St. 

Lehigh 

1 

A.  H.  P.  Sechrist 

York,  E.  Market  St. 

York 

2 

D.  C.  GUham 

Schuylkill   Haven 

Schuylkill 

3 

Treesdale  Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

4 

Thos.  A.  Berkey 

Easton 

Northampton 

5 

A.  Lin  Lesher 

Chambersburg 

Franklin 

6 

W.  O.  Hershey 

Lancaster 

Lancaster 

7 

Floyd  H.  Sandt 

Easton 

Northampton 

8 

Class  98— Individual  CoUective  Exhibit 

• 

D.  C.  Gilham 

Schuylkill  Haven 

Schuylkill 

1 

Treesdale  Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

2 

Floyd  H.  Sandt 

Easton,  R.  D.  2 

Northampton 

3 

Thos.  A.  Berkey 

Easton 

Northampton 

4 

A.  T.  KeU 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

5 

Class  99 — ^Honey  Vinegar 

. 

Treesdale  Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

1 

D.  C.  Gilham 

Schuylkill  Haven 

Schuylkill 

2 

Class  100 — County  Collective  Exhibit 

4 

Lehigh  Valley, 

(Howard  Dennis) 

AUentown 

Lehigh 

1 

Allegheny   (O.  J. 

Wahleber) 

Pittsburgh 

Allegheny 

2 

Schuylkill  Co., 

(WaiTen  A.  Malick)  Pottsville 

Schuylkill 

3 

4-H  CLUB  CLASSES 

Class  101— Light  Comb  Honey 

Jean  Zeigler 

Endeavor 

Forest 

1 

Lois  Opal  Kind 

Chicora,  R.  3 

Butler 

2 

E.  C.  Monnie 

Chicora,  R.  4 

Butler 

3 

Maurice  Henry 

Lehighton,   R.    1 

Carbon 

4 

J.  H.  Monnie 

Chicora,  R.  4 

Butler 

5 

Class  102 — ^Dark  Comb  Honey 

Robert  Harman 

Tionesta 

Forest 

1 

Walter  Rex 

Lehighton,  R.  1 

Carbon 

2 

Wallace  Gerhard,  Jr.    Weatherly,  R.  1 

Carbon 

3 

Clarence  Miller 

Chicora,  R.  4 

Butler 

4 

Blair  Wigglesworth 

Grampian 

Clearfield 

5 

Class  103 — ^Amber  Extracted  Honey 

Mary  Altland 

Dover 

York 

1 

Winneld  Gilham 

Schuylkill  Haven 

Schuylkill 

2 

Eugene  Monnie 

Chicora 

Butler 

3 

Jean  Zeigler 

Endeavor 

Forest 

4 

William  Frey 

Lehighton 

Carbon 

5 

Stuart  Rentzel 

Dover 

York 

6 

George  May 

Dover 

York 

7 

Julius  Gross 

Dover 

York 

8 

EXHIBITOR 
Harry  E.  Minnich 
Charles  E.  Wolf,  Jr. 
Edward  Alexander 


Edward  Alexander 


Wilbur  Harman 
Carl  Sprout 


Carl  Sprout 
Wilbur  Harman 


ADDRESS 
Annville,  R.  1 
Annville,  R.  1 
Picture  Rocks 


COUNTY 
Lebanon 
Lebanon 
Lycoming 

Class  106— Dark  Extracted  Honey 

Picture  Rocks  Lycoming 

Class  105a— Light  Comb  Honey 


AWARD  PLACE 
1 
2 
3 


Picture  Rocks 
Picture  Rocks 


Lycoming 
Lycoming 


Class  105b — Dark  Comb  Honey 

Picture  Rocks  Lycoming 

Picture  Rocks  Lycoming 


1 
2 


1 
2 


The  exhibit  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  was  given  credit  for 
boing  of  the  finest  exhibits  in  the  immense  building. 


When  you  buy  from  those  advertising  in  these  columns  mention  the  Penn- 
sylvania Beekeeper  in  your  order. 


MARKETING  IN   CANADA 

The  marketing  program  for  the  sale  of  honey  is  progressing  rapidly  in 
Canada.  Each  new  development  is  put  into  practice  sometime  before  the  de- 
tails are  completed. 

Last  winter  the  Ontario  Honey  Producer's  Cooperative  was  processing 
(creaming)  12,000  pounds  of  honey  a  day.  The  process  used  is  the  one  recently 
developed  by  Mr.  Dice  at  Cornell.  The  liquid  honey  is  sterilized  by  heating 
to  160  degrees  F.  It  is  then  cooled  to  75  degrees  F.  when  about  5  per  cent  finely 
crvstalilized  honey  is  added.  The  honey  is  stirred  several  times  and  bottled. 
It  is  held  at  a  temperature  of  about  57  degrees  F.  for  approximately  three  days. 
Th2  entire  mass  crystallizes  very  smoothly  and  somewhat  solidly. 

The  moisture  content  of  the  honey  is  controlled  so  that  the  crystallized 
honey  will  not  be  too  solid  or  too  soft.  Since  crystallized  honey  is  already  sold 
in  large  quantities  in  Canada  the  new  process  honey  is  expected  to  increase 
materially  the  present  market.  The  crystallized  honey  is  sold  largely  in  tin 
containers. 

Th-  organization  also  offers  a  special  marketing  service.  A  visit  is  made 
every  two  weeks  to  each  grocer  to  replenish  the  supply,  replace  honey  in  bad 
chap3.  and  collect  for  the  honey  that  has  been  sold.  Any  broken  sections  or 
crystallized  honey  in  sections  or  bottles  is  replaced  at  this  visit.  The  grocer 
runs  no  risk  cf  sustaining  a  loss  and  is  therefore  willing  to  handle  and  push  th3 
sale  of  honey. 

Each  grocer  is  provided  with  a  small  stand  which  holds  about  a  half  dozen 
sections  and  the  same  number  of  bottles.  The  stand  is  too  large  to  be  placed 
on  th-  shelves.  It  is  well  known  that  honey  on  a  shelf  sells  extremely  slowly 
in  almost  any  store.  The  stand  therefore  increases  materially  the  sales  through- 
out the  year. 

Through  this  service  a  large  retail  business  has  been  built  in  the  Province. 

— E.  J.  A. 
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THE  AMERICAN  HONEY  PRODUCERS*  LEAGUE 

The  American  Honey  Producers'  League  and  the  American  Honey  Insti- 
tue  held  their  annual  meeting  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  during  the  week  of  January 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  change  the  constitution  to  permit  individual 
beekeepers  to  join  the  League  for  $1.00.  It  was  felt  that  this  reduction  in  mem- 
bership dues  would  make  it  possible*  for  a  large  number  of  beekeepers  to  join 
the  League. 

The  annual  membership  dues  of  $1.00  includeiS  subscription  to  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  League,  its  official  publication;  also  gives  the  right  to  use  League 
warning  posters,  to  take  part  in  League  activities  in  legislation,  education  and 
other  important  matters.  Upon  receipt  of  dues,  a  membership  card  will  be 
mailed  to  each  member.  Subscriptions  to  bee  journals  will  be  accepted  at  the 
following  yearly  rates  indicated:  American  Bee  Journal— 50c;  Beekeepers' 
Item— 50c;  Bees  and  Honey— 75c;  Gleanings  in  Bee  Culture— 50c,  (2  yrs.— 90c); 
The  Beekeeper — 75c. 


The  following  League  publications  may  be  ordered  from  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  American  Honey  Producers'  League: 

LAW  BOOK:  a  complete  treatise  on  the  laws  affecting  the  beekeepers  of 
America,  price  per  copy  $1.00.     (Only  75  copies  available). 

WARNING  POSTER:  size  12  x  18  inches,  ($100.00  paid  by  the  League 
for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  any  one  molesting  an  apiary  for  a  one-year- 
period,  where  a  warning  poster  is  in  evidence).    Price  of  each  poster  $1.00. 

The  Warning  Poster,  wherever  conspicuously  displayed,  has  proven  to  be 
very  effective  in  preventing  vandalism  and  thievery  to  bee  yards. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  SCIENCE 

The  annual  meeting  of  the!  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  was  held  in  January  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  The  officers  elected 
for  the  Section  of  Agriculture  for  the  coming  year  were  as  follows:  Chairman. 
Dr.  E.  F.  Phillips,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York,  Secretary;  Edwin  J. 
Anderson,  State  College,  Pennsylvania. 

The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  to  convene  at  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey, 
December,  1932,  immediately  after  Christmas.  Since  the  meeting  place  is  in 
an  adjoining  state  it  is  possible  that  some  of  our  leading  beekeepers  will  at- 
tend. 


Beekeepers  Associations  have  been  organized  or  efforts  made  to  reorganize 
in  the  following  counties:  Mercer,  Blair,  Monroe  and  Washington. 


TIMELY  HINTS 

Feed  all  colonies  in  spring  so  they  do  not  have  less  than  three  frames  of 
honey  at  any  one  time. 

Unite  queenless  colonies. 

Provide  effective  wind  protection  for  the  bees  until  the  end  of  June. 

Give  every  strong  colony  drawn  combs  (either  shallow  or  deep  frames)  as 
storage  space  for  the  fruit  bloom  and  other  early  honey. 

Strengthen  weak  colonies  in  early  April  with  package  bees. 

Don't  forget  that  the  cost  per  pound  to  reduce  honey  is  determined  largely 
by  the  average  production  per  colony. 

The  continued  cold  weather  this  spring  (March  28)  is  holding  back  ma- 
terially brood  rearing  and  the  development  of  the  colonies.  However,  the  con- 
tinued rain  and  snow  should  put  clover  in  excellent  condition  which  would 
indicate  a  good  clover  honey  flow  from  this  source  in  June. 

The  beekeepers  will  have  to  make  a  special  effort  to  get  colonies  strong 
by  the  beginning  of  the  clover  flow.  Feeding  and  the  use  of  package  bees  to 
strengthen  weak  colonies  will  help  materially  in  this  respect. 
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TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THE  HONEY  FLOW 

Hives  of  bees  on  scales  show  that  a  strong  colony  will  store  as  high  as  65 
Dounds  of  honey  in  one  week.  Periods  with  a  favorable  honey  flow  of  this  kind 
come  at  best  only  two  or  three  times  during  the  entire  season,  and  unless  the 
beekeeper  is  keeping  a  close  watch  over  his  bees  he  will  not  realize  the  extent 
of  the  honey  flow  and  will  not  give  the  bees  sufficient  super  space  to  store  the 
nectar.    During  a  heavy  honey  flow,  two  or  thre©  supers  may  be  filled  before 

any  of  the  honey  is  sealed.  ^  v,  i-v. 

If  a  beekeeper  does  not  have  a  colony  on  scales  he  can  watch  the  bees 
closely  It  would  not  be  advisable  to  look  through  all  the  colonies  every  three 
or  four  days,  but  a  check  can  be  kept  by  looking  at  the  empty  super  space  of  a 
few  of  the  strongest  colonies  every  three  or  four  days.  If  they  need  room  all 
the  colonies  should  be  given  attention.  The  average  inspection  of  this  kind 
will  require  only  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  determine  the  condition  of  the 

entire  apiary.  „«„i«.,  K,r  wii 

The  following  records  were  taken  from  a  strong  colony  on  scales  by  Wil- 
liam Morris  of  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania  during  the  summer  of  1931: 

Date  Gain                    Loss 

Sept.    1  3 

Sept.    2  1 

Sept.    3  3 

Sept.    4  2 

Sept.    5  IV2 

Sept.    6  2 

Sept.    7  5V2 

Sept.    8  9 

Sept.    9  14 

Sept.  10  14 

Sept.  11  10 

Sept.  12  10 

I                                    Sept.  13  8 

Sept.  14  6 

Sept.  15  4 

Sept.   16  4 

Sept.  17  3 

Sept.  18  2 


REVIEW  OF  THE  SEASON 

Brood  rearing  occurred  in  stronger  colonies  during  both  November  and 
December.  It  is  unusual  for  brood  rearing  to  occur  during  November  and  rare- 
ly does  it  occur  in  December. 

Brood  rearing  is  now.  however.  (March  10th)  very  backward  for  this  time 
of  the  season.  Only  small  areas  of  brood  can  be  found  in  the  average  colony. 
Th«  last  flurry  of  winter  was  undoubtedly  hard  on  the  bees  because  of  both  the 
low  temperatures  reached,  the  strong  winds,  and  the  length  of  the  cold  spell. 

The  bees  have  not  consumed  large  quantities  of  honey  during  the  winter 
as  the  warm  weather  might  lead  one  to  suspect.  The  consumption  of  honey 
was  rather  heavy  during  September  and  October,  but  since  then  it  has  not  been 
above  normal.  Colonies  were  weighed  in  York  County  last  fall,  they  were  weigh- 
ed again  on  February  13th.    The  loss  in  weight  was  found  to  be  between  five 

and  ten  pounds  per  colony.  »4.u  ««^ 

Pollen  was  gathered  by  the  bees  in  Delaware  County  on  February  7th  and 
on  several  occasions  since.  On  March  2d  pollen  could  be  obtained  from  Alder, 
Willow,  Maple,  Crocus,  and  Elm  in  this  County. 


The  following  letter  gives  one  a  glimpse  into  beekeeping  in  the  South : 

Hayneville,  Ala 
March  18,  1932 

Dear  Prof   Anderson  * 

The  weather  was  so  bad  both  yesterday  and  Wednesday  I  could  not  send  the 
package  bees.  It  was  raining  and  sleeting  and  too  bad  to  get  them.  It  is  nice 
today,  but  am  afraid  they  would  not  reach  you  before  Sunday  or  Monday,  so 


concluded  to  wait  and  send  them  next  Wednesday  or  Thursday. 

I  think  I  wrote  you  what  a  pretty  garden  I  had.  Well,  it's  all  gone  now. 
We  had  a  freeze  which  went  clean  to  the  coast.  The  thermometer  went  to  20 
degrees  here.  Everything  was  killed.  The  golden  willow  in  full  bloom  was  all 
killed  as  all  other  flowers.    There  will  be  no  wild  plums  here  this  year. 

I  had  intended  to  start  my  flrst  grafting  on  March  7th,  but  the  weather 
has  been  too  bad  all  along  since  then.  It  looks  much  better  today.  I  think  I 
will  start  Monday.  I  wish  to  change  my  prophesy  about  when  your  spring  will 
commence.    I  think  I  told  you  it  would  be  about  April  10th.    You  can  make  it 

20  days  later  now. 

Sincerely, 

Jasper  Knight 


BLAIR  COUNTY  NOTES 

On  February  15  Blair  County  beekeepers  gathered  at  the  Court  House  in 
Hollidaysburg,  Pa. 

Frederick  Hahman  of  Altoona  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  introduced 
Prof.  E.  J.  Anderson,  Extension  Apiarist  of  State  College,  Pa.,  as  the  speaker 
to  address  the  assemblage  of  about  75  beekeepers  present. 

Prof.  Anderson  by  means  of  models  of  a  miniature  hive  explained  how  to 
manage  bees,  to  build  up  colonies  for  the  early  honey  flow  and  how  to  feed 
colonies  that  were  found  deficient  in  stores.  A  feeder  was  made  of  a  tin  honey 
can,  having  small  holes  perforated  through  the  lid,  then  filled  with  sugar  syrup, 
and  inverted  over  the  hole  of  the  inner  hive  cover.  The  value  of  stimulating 
weak  colonies  by  adding  package  bees  obtained  from  the  South,  was  fully  ex- 
plained with  the  necessary  precautions  to  be  exercised  in  uniting  the  package 
bees  to  the  colonies  that  were  to  receive  them.  Prof.  Anderson  told  that  if 
the  colonies  had  young  vigorous  queens,  queenless  packages  would  answer,  how- 
ever, if  such  was  not  the  case,  and  the  queens  were  old  and  feeble,  or  of  inferior 
stock  it  was  more  profitable  to  have  the  packages  come  with  young  Ttalian 
queens,  destroying  the  poor  queens  after  the  packages  from  the  South  have 
arrived  and  immediately  uniting  the  new  arrivals  to  the  old  colonies,  not  for- 
getting to  feed  both  parties  before  attempting  the  union. 

Prof.  Anderson  followed  with  a  lecture  on  marketing  comb  honey,  illustrat- 
ing his  remarks  by  means  of  lantern  slides,  giving  statistics  of  his  findings  in 
the  retail  stores  taken  in  different  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  pointing  out  the 
salient  features  of  improving  the  conditions  for  offering  for  sale  comb  honey 
in  presentable  and  appetizing  condition.  He  stressed  the  value  of  protecting 
the  product  with  cellophane  cover  or  bags,  thus  insuring  the  honey  from  dust, 
also  from  flies  as  well  as  from  the  ravages  of  the  wax  moth.  The  cellophane 
bags  to  be  applied  immediately  after  the  honey  was  removed  from  the  hives. 

At  this  point  a  recess  was  taken  of  about  ten  minutes. 

On  reassembling,  Mr.  E.  G.  Hamill.  County  Agricultural  Agent  addressed 
the  meeting  on  the  value  of  bees  as  pollinators  of  fruit  blossoms.  He  advised 
the  beekeepers  to  co-operate  with  the  fruit  growers  to  the  mutual  benefit  of 
both  parties.    He  also  recommended  the  formation  of  4-H  clubs. 

Profssor  Anderson  and  Mr.  Hamill  were  given  a  vote  of  thanks. 

The  election  of  officers  of  the  Blair  County  (Pa.)  Beekeepers  Association 
resulted  as  follows:  President,  Frederick  Hahman,  Vice-Pres.,  E.  J.  Harshberger 
and  Sec.-Treas.,  Jos.  M.  Garvey,  all  of  Altoona. 

— Frederick  Hahman 


March  25th,  1932 
Today  was  a  beautiful  sunshiny  day,  hence  I  improved  the  opportunity  to 
examine  the  hives  to  determine  how  the  bees  were  faring. 

The  colonies  had  some  sealed  brood  and  a  batch  of  eggs,  but  no  larvae  of 
intermediate  age.  I  believe  this  was  caused  by  the  winter  temperatures  we  en- 
dured from  March  6th,  for  most  of  the  following  two  weeks  the  queens  evi- 
dently ceased  egg  laying,  all  but  the  two  Caucasians  they  had  brood  in  all  stages 
from  eggs  to  the  sealed  larva.  They  are  evidently  a  hardy  race.— Frederick 
Hahman. 


ERIE  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  ASSOCIATION 

COOPERATING  WITH  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COLLEGE,  THE  U.  S. 

DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE  SPONSORS  HIGHLY 

IMPORTANT  AND  INTERESTING  MEETINGS 

A  series  of  meetings  had  been  planned  for  beekeepers  and  fruit  growers  in- 
terested in  bees  for  pollination  of  fruit  trees.  The  first  of  these  meetings  took 
place  on  Wednesday,  March  16,  at  Girard,  Pa.,  where  Prof.  E.  J.  Anderson  met 
a  group  and  discussed  for  their  benefit  the  management  of  bees  from  the  stand- 
point of  honey  production  and  for  better  pollination  of  fruit.  The  next  day, 
March  17th,  another  meeting  was  held  at  North  East,  Pa.,  at  the  High  School, 
where  the  large  Agriculture  room  was  filled  with  a  highly  interested  audience. 
This  meeting  opened  with  a  discussion  by  Rev.  M.  G.  Hepner,  of  St.  Mary's 
College,  North  East,  on  various  races  of  bees,  in  reference  to  their  usefulness  for 
pollination  purposes  in  early  spring.  He  dwelled  in  particular  on  the  good 
points  of  the  Caucasian  Bee,  and  stated  that  he  would  procure  some  colonies 
of  that  race,  in  order  to  see  whether  they  would  come  up  to  all  the  advantages 
claimed  for  them,  and  would  then  communicate  his  observations  to  the  orchard- 
ists  of  the  county. 

After  that.  Prof.  E.  J.  Anderson,  Apiary  Extensionist  of  State  College,  Pa., 
gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  the  marketing  of  honey  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
brought  out  some  profitable  lessons  to  those  who  sell  their  honey,  either  comb 
or  liquid,  through  local  stores.  We  shall  certainly  try  to  improve  in  our  manner 
of  displaying  our  honey.  The  rest  of  the  morning  was  taken  up  by  a  question 
box,  and  discussion  of  some  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  lecture. 

At  1:15  P.  M.  the  "Bee  School"  continued  with  a  demonstration  to  the 
future  members  of  the  4-H  Bee  Club,  of  the  equipment  needed  for  beginning 
a  club  project.  Prof.  Anderson  made  use  of  a  miniature  outfit,  a  complete  re- 
plica of  a  hive  with  shallow-frame  and  section  supers,  frames,  etc.  Thus  he 
could  show  by  actual  demonstration  what  the  young  apiarist  had  to  procure 
and  handle.  And  the  handling  was  shown  in  the  next  lecture:  Spring  Manage- 
ment. This  subject  was  treated  in  a  very  skillful  manner,  so  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  what  to  do  and  what  to  avoid  in  spring,  and  how  to  carry  the  colony 
through  the  honey  season  to  the  close  of  summer,  and  how  afterwards  to  take 
care  of  the  honey  crop. 

Gratifying  results  in  marketing  honey  are  obtained  by  the  beekeeper's 
knowledge,  not  only  of  his  bees,  but  also  of  the  honey  he  produces.  To  instruct 
the  beekeeper  in  this  knowledge  of  what  honey  really  is,  and  what  it  consists 
of.  Prof.  Anderson  showed  in  a  series  of  glass  bottles  all  the  various  ingredients 
that  go  to  make  up  a  pound  of  honey.  And  to  tell  the  truth,  although  the  older 
and  more  experienced  apiarists  present  knew  all  this  from  theory,  they  had  never 
seen  honey  chemically  separated  in  all  its  component  parts.  There  was  the 
Levulose,  an  invert  sugar  which  would  cost  about  10  times  as  much  as  a  pound  of 
honey;  there  was  the  Dextrose,  the  Sucrose,  the  Dextrin,  the  red  and  the  green 
coloring  matter,  the  acid,  the  water,  and  the  most  valuable  constituents  of 
honey,  the  "Undetermined  Matter"  and  "Ash"  which  contains  the  valuable 
minerals  of  Lime  and  Phosphorus,  and  the  Vitamins  and  other  "Living  Foods." 
Another  very  attractive  display  was  a  series  of  various  honeys,  from  a  number 
of  sources,  to  show  the  prevalent  colors  of  honey. 

After  a  short  illustrated  lecture  on  Foul  Brood,  and  its  treatment,  and  a 
series  of  lantern  slides  on  handling  supers  for  honey  production,  there  follow- 
ed a  talk  on  Bees  and  their  relation  to  Fruit,  and  finally  a  very  interesting  in- 
struction on  Swarm  Control.  This  evoked  a  rather  spirited  discussion  and 
elicited  a  number  of  questions. 

A  number  of  boys  of  the  High  School  enlisted  as  members  of  the  4-H 
Clubs,  and  the  Erie  County  Beekeepers  Association  also  enrolled  a  number  of 
new  members.  Now,  even  if  you  are  not  a  beekeeper,  but  if  you  wish  to  meet  a 
group  of  the  finest^  people  on  earth,  give  us  the  pleasure  to  meet  us  at  one  of 
our  meetings,  and  you  will  certainly  enjoy  it. — M.  G.  Hepner. 
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BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  W.  Beaver 

This  is  one  of  the  years  that  winter  lingers  in  the  lap  of  spring.  March 
came  in  ike  the  traditional  lion,  and  has  kept  roaring  ever  since,  but  luckily 
?t  broight  Lng  plenty  of  snow  for  clover  protection,  for  now  is  really  when 
it  needs  it  the  worst,  when  we  usually  have  so  much  freezing  and  thawmg.  We 
hope  it  lasts  till  settled  warm  weather  comes. 

At  the  beeinning  of  March  the  bees  had  brood  aplenty,  as  much  m  fact 
as  thev  often  have  in  early  April.  I  hav^  not  examined  any  colonies  since  the 
cold  wL^^^^^^^^  but  believe  that  our  heavy  packing  will  amply  protect,  ^^^^^^^ 

brood  is  started,  but  imagine  in  unpacked  hives  there  will  be  a  lot  of  chilled 
S  Clover  up  to  now  is  in  fine  shape  and  unless  very  untoward  weather 
comes  later  we  may  expect  a  fair  to  good  crop  of  honey  from  this  source. 

our  last  year's  honey  crop  will  be  pretty  well  cleaned  up  by  the  end  of 
April  and  indications  are  that^  most  of  the  eastern  honey  will  be  sold  before 
another  crop  comes,  which  is  very  encouraging  from  that  point  of  view. 

This  is  the  time  of  year  to  get  the  seasons  supplies  ready  scrape  all  Propolis 
off  the  frames  and  supers  that  are  used  for  extracting  and  also  all  comb  honey 
eauipment  before  putting  in  the  sections  as  this  will  save  a  lot  of  labor  m  clean- 
SgseSs  later  on,  as  the  tighter  equipment  fits  together  the  less  chance  there 
is  for  the  bees  gluing  things  together.  By  all  means  watch  the  single  story  un- 
oacked  colonies  and  see  that  they  do  not  run  short  of  stores,  as  the  mild  winter 
caused  them  to  consume  more  honey  than  usual,  and  as  they  have  more  brood 
than  usual  for  this  time  of  year  they  will  consequently  have  to  use  more  honey 
for  keening  the  hive  to  breeding  warmth  than  if  they  had  less  brood.  And 
now  a  word  about  our  advertisers:  We  believe  that  they  are  all  honorable  and 
have  quality  goods  and  will  do  as  they  advertise.  In  answering  their  adver- 
tisements mention  this  paper  and  in  that  way  help  us  and  them. 


WANT  AND   EXCHANGE 

Paid  up  members  may  use  this  service  free  of  charge  for  their  wants,  ex- 
change and  sales. 

For  sale  or  exchange— a  Root-Hatch  wax  press,  price  $8.00.  Harry  W. 
Beaver,  Troy,  Pa. 

MINUTES  OF  THE   ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE 

BEEKEEPERS  ASSOCIATION 

Harrisburg,  January  20-21,  1932 
Room  D,  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  Building. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING 

Forty-seven  beekeepers  were  present  when  Hon.  Harvey  A.  Surface,  Presi- 
dent, called  the^  Annual  Meeting  to  order  at  10:30  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  President  requested  the  Rev.  Martin  G.  Hepner,  St.  Marys  College, 
Northeast,  Pa.,  to  offer  prayer. 

Dr.  Nolan  of  the  Bee  Culture  Laboratory  at  Washington,  D.  C,  was  present 
and  the  President  invited  him  to  speak  to  the  beekeepers. 

The  Doctor  responded  and  said  that  he  had  not  prepared  a  real  speech  but 
was  very  glad  to  call  attention  to  some  things  which  his  work  called  to  his 
attention  while  judging  the  honey  and  wax  exhibits  at  the  Farm  Show. 

ExhfDitional  honey  should  be  selected  with  the  greatest  care.  Comb  honey 
exhibits  should  be*  in  clean  bright  sections.  The  combs  should  fill  the  sections 
and  be  free  from  stain.  Each  section  of  an  exhibit  should  be  of  the  same  color 
and  weight,  and  the  exhibit  entered  according  to  classification. 

Extracted  honey  exhibits  should  be  selected  with  as  great  care.  Skill  can  be 
exercised  in  selecting  exhibits  with  uniform  color,  body  and  flavor  but  in  the 
selection  of  containers  for  exhibits  of  extracted  honey  equal  skill  can  be  used 
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in  the  selections  from  the  large  variety  of  metal  and  glass  containers.    Each 
exhibit  should  be  of  the  same  color  and  entered  according  to  classification. 

Bees  wax  must  be  absolutely  pure.  The  quality  and  grade  of  the  wax  will 
depend  largely  on  the  method  used  for  rendering  the  wax  together  with  the 
attention  to  detail  in  doing  the  work.  Color,  density  and  odor  suggest  excel- 
lence. 

The  same  exhibit  of  honey  or  wax  should  never  be  entered  more  than  once. 
An  exhibit  should  never  bo  a  part  of  two  or  more  exhibits.  Exhibits  may  be 
made  by  individuals,  by  organizations  and  county  groups. 

Classifications  should  be  arranged  for  comb,  processed,  and  extracted  honey 
and  bees  wax.  If  any  beekeeper  is  puzzled  and  in  doubt  when  grading  honey  the 
Doctor  said  that  they  were  invited  to  send  a  small  sample  to  the  Bee  Laboratory 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  the  sample  will  be  graded  free  of  charge. 

In  closing  a  delightfully  interesting  incident  was  mentioned  and  the  sug- 
gestion made  that  any  of  the  county  and  even  the  State  Association  will  find 
a  Summer  Tour  may  be  made  through  one  or  more  counties  for  a  feature  at  a 
County  or  State  summer  meeting.  One  or  more  days  may  be  used  for  the  Tour. 
Demonstrations  and  entertainment  at  favorable  places  insure  the  success  of 
such  an  undertaking. 

The  discourse  was  followed  by  a  number  of  short  talks. 

DR.  SURFACE  DELIVERED  THE  PRESIDENTS  ADDRESS 

During  his  address  he  suggested  several  constructive  measures  among  which 
were  selling  projects  of  honey  and  other  products  of  the  apiary.  The  sales 
of  honey  may  be  supplemented  profitably  by  seasonal  products  of  the  farm, 
garden,  orchard,  vineyard,  such  as  fresh  vegetables,  berries,  grapes,  fruits, 
sweet  cider,  eggs,  dressed  poultry,  etc.  The  list  is  unlimited  and  each  list  will 
differ.  The  local  outlets  for  honey  were  emphasized,  road-side  stands,  house 
to  houso  sales,  show  windows,  live  bees,  attractive  signs  along  the  highways, 
signs  and  decoration  on  automobiles,  and  other  suggestions  were  suggested. 

The  President  closed  h's  address  by  suggesting  ideas  for  wintering  bees. 
Success  was  predicated  upon  strong  colonies  of  young  bees  (a  young  queen),  at 
least  forty  pounds  of  well  ripened  honey  and  good  hives.  Several  ideas  for 
winter  protection  on  summer  stands  were  enumerated. 

The  attendance  increased  to  sixty-three  during  the  address. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  and  the  Sec'y-Treas.  Report  was  called. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  as  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  had 
been  published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Beekeeper  it  seemed  that  reading  them  at 
this  time  would  be  of  no  particular^  interest,  simply  a  repetition,  so  that  unless 
there  was  a  reason  for  readingi  them  he  would  turn  to  the  Treasurer's  Report. 

TREASURER'S  FINANCIAL  REPORT— 1931 

Cash  on  hand  1-21-31  $  1  693  80       Dr.  E.  F.  Phillips  acct 23  85 

in  Grange  Nat.  Bank  ....          56  25       St.  Louis  Button  Co 5  15 

Dues  from  Members  107  00       R.  H.  Van  Keuren,  Pub.  Com.  43  29 

Subscriptions  to  bee  papers           3  00       Secy-Treas.  acct 15  15 

Interest  from  P.  A.  Fund....          60  85       A.  I.  Root  Co.  subs 1  50 

Am.  Bee  Journal 1  50 

A.  B.  Cottner,  Sum.  Meeting  2  00 

R.  H.  Van  Keuren,  Pub.  Com.  58  25 

Perm.  Accum.  Fund  1  735  75 

Cash  in  Grange  N.  Bank 34  10 


$1  920  90 


$1  920  90 


The  Secretary-Treasurer  called  attention  to  the  authorization  at  a  recent 
Annual  Meeting  to  invest  the  monies  of  the  Permanent  Accumulative  Funds 
tuS  trthe  rVtrictions  of  our  Constitution,  namely,  to  such  securities  as  are 
lawful  investments  for  Savings  Banks,  Insurance  Companies,  Trustees  and  Tru>t 
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Officers  and  which  investment  can  be  reasonably  expected  to  assure  a  regular 
annual  income.  A  very  careful  observation  of  the  recent  market  for  United 
States  Bonds  and  Treasury  Notes  seemed  to  present  an  opportunity  for  such 
an  investment  for  the  larger  part  of  the  Permanent  Accumulative  Fund. 

The  report  was  made  that  on  January  13,  1932,  two  one-thousand  dollar 
bonds  were  purchased  at  the  prevailing  market  of  $88  12-32  which  with  accrued 
interest  at  3  1-8  per  cent,  amounted  to  sixteen  hundred  seventy-two  and  36-100 
dollars. 

A  reasonable  expectancy  is  that  the  United  States  Bonds  will  appreciate 
and  return  to  at  least  par  so  that  a  reasonable  statement  of  the  Permanent 
Accumulative  Fund  is  as  follows: 

Statement 
Permanent  Accumulative  Fund 

Savings  account  Grange  National  Bank $        63  39 

Two  one  thousand  dollar  Bonds,  U.  S.  Treasury,  3  1-8  per  cent,  due 

June  15,  1949  (par  value)  2  000  00 

$2  063  39 
The  Secy-Treas.  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Treasurers  Report  did 
not  include  a  statement  of  the  Publishing  Committees  activities.    The  two  items, 
one  of  check  of  $43.29  and  one  of  check  of  $58.25  to  Ralph  H.  Van  Keuren,  pub- 
lisher, were  those  that  were  reported. 

Mr.  Harry  W.  Beaver,  Chairman  of  the  Publishing  Committee  being  present 
presented  the  following: 

STATEMENT— PUBLISHING    COMMITTEE    ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS:   Advertisers— Fred  W.  Muth,   $25.00;    Jasper  Knight,  $13.00;    H. 

A.  Silvis,  $4.00;  H.  B.  Reinhart,  $7.00;  A.  I.  Root  Co.,  $25.00;  do  Phil.  $7.00;  J. 

B.  Hollopeter,  $25.00;  W.  G.  Lauver,  $13.00;  W.  T.  Falconer  Mfg.  Co.,  $7.03; 
Morley  Petitt,  $13.00;  J.  M.  Stewart  Co.,  $4.00;  Allen  Latham,  $4.00;  I.  M.  Scott 
Co.,  $7.00;  E.  T.  Reustle,  $4.00;  Schell  Seed  Co.,  $13.00;  Floyd  H.  Sandt,  $2.00; 
The  Appier  Co.,  $6.25;  Reynoldsville  Hardware  Co.,  $4.00.  Total  from  adver- 
tisers—$183.25.  Secretary-Treasurer.  $58.25;  Balance  authorized  from  Socr:- 
tary-Treasurer,  $39.17;     Total  $280.67. 

EXPENDITURES:  Exprsssage,  89c;  Postage  Publications,  $5.90 — $6.50 — 
$6.30  and  $6.50,  total  $25.20;  Postage  letters,  68c— 20c— 20c,  total  $1.08;  Printing 
Publications— $68.50— $66.75— $58.25  and  $46.75,  total  $240.25;  Printing  envelop3S, 
$13.25.     Total  $280.67. 

On  motion  regularly  made  and  seconded  the  Secretary-Treasurers'  and  Pub- 
lishing Committee's  reports  were  accepted  as  read. 

It  was  suggested  that  in  acknowledgement  of  the  active  part  taken  in  our 
program  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Nolan  of  the  Bee  Laboratory,  D3partment  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C,  by  Mr.  D.  C.  Babcock,  Sales  Specialist  of  the  A.  I.  Root  Com- 
pany, Medina,  Ohio,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Frazer.  Manager  of  the  G.  B.  L?wis  Com- 
pany, Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  that  they  be  made  Honorary  Members  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Beekeepers  Association  for  the  current  year. 

A  motion  to  that  effect  was  regularly  made,  seconded  and  carried  by  an 
enthusiastic  standing  vote  of  all  present. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committees: 

Auditing  Committee — Mr.  Harvey  Kerstetler.  BfJleville,  Pa.,  Joseph  P.  Kirk, 
Peach  Bottom,  Pa.,  Frederick  Hahman,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Resolution  Committee — Mr.  Harry  W.  Beaver,  Troy,  Pa.,  Rev.  Martin  G.  Hep- 
ner.  Northeast,  Pa.,  Mr.  H.  K.  Hostetter,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  hour  of  noon  having  arrived  the  meeting  was  adjourned  by  the  Presi- 
dent until  two  o'clock  P.  M.  It  was  announced  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  will 
remain  to  accept  dues. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON  MEETING 

The  Hon.  John  A.  McSparran,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  being  present,  and 
the  time  for  the  meeting  having  arrived,  the  Secretary-Treasurer  called  the 
meeting  to  order,  and  announced  the  presence  and  introduced  the  Secretary 
ol  Agriculture. 

A  moment  later  the  President  upon  entering  the  room  took  his  place. 
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The  Secretary  prepared  his  addresses  for  the  Farm  Show  Week  and  adapted 
each  one  so  as  to  appeal  to  and  please  each  of  the  several  groups  addressed. 
When  invited  to  supply  an  abstract  or  synopsis  for  our  publication  replied  that 
he  did  not  recall  the  address  before  the  beekeepers  clearly  enough  to  attempt 
to  reproduce  it.    No  notes  were  furnished. 

Possibly  the  outstanding  feature  of  the  address  was  the  plea  that  the  agri- 
cultural interests  should  be  relieved  from  the  excessive  taxation  which  now 
amounts  to  a  confiscatory  measure. 

The  next  speaker  was  Prof.  E.  J.  Anderson,  Apiary  Extension  Specialist, 
State  College,  Pa.  The  subject  of  his  address  was  "Sale  and  Distribution  of 
Honey." 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  with  views  from  a  lantern  on  a  screen.  The 
speaker  had  close  attention  and  at  the  close  questions  were  answered.  This 
paper  will  be  published  in  the  July  number. 

The  resolution  presented  by  Mr.  Elmer  T.  Reustle,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to 
amend  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  was  next  presented  and  read  by  the  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer. 

First,  Constitution,  Article  III,  shall  be  amended  by  changing  the  word, 
vice  president,  to  the  words  three  vice-presidents,  who  shall  be  selected  from 
three  distinct  sections  of  the  state,  namely,  northern,  central  and  southern. 

Second,  By-laws,  Article  II,  Section  2,  shall  be  amended  by  changing  the 
word  vice-president,  to  the  words,  a  vice-president. 

The  two  amendments  were  separately  read  and  their  significence  explain- 
ed. An  opportunity  being  given  for  their  consideration  and  no  motion  for  their 
adoption  being  offered  the  time  passed  without  action. 

At  this  point  Dr.  Surface  feeling  that  Mrs.  Surface's  illness  quite  necessi- 
tated his  presence  and  noting  the  time  took  the  opportunity  of  presenting  his 
address  which  was  scheduled  for  the  next  afternoon. 

The  plan  enabled  him  to  be  at  home  the  next  day. 

Dr.  Harvey  A.  Surface,  President  presented  his  address  "Suggestions  for 
Developing  Colony  Strength  for  the  Production  of  Honey." 

In  his  inimitable  style  the  colony  development  with  many  of  the  factors 
influencing  the  colony  strength  and  the  production  of  maximum  crops  of  both 
comb  and  extracted  honey  was  presented  and  discussed.  His  story  and  exper- 
ience was  very  interesting  to  all  who  heard  him.  Some  of  his  experiences  and 
results  prompted  a  lively  discussion  during  which  all  the  interrogations  received 
courteous  and  satisfactory  solution. 

The  Doctor  has  not  furnished  notes  for  publication. 

After  the  discussion  the  meeting  was  adjourned  until  10:00  A.  M.  the  next 
day  and  the  Secretary -Treasurer  again  received  the  dues  that  were  offered. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  BEEKEEPERS  ASSOCIATION  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Second  Day — January  21,  1932 

The  President  was  absent  on  account  of  illness  and  the  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  the  Vice  President,  Prof.  E.  J.  Anderson,  State  College,  Pa. 

Mr.  Harry  W.  Beaver,  Troy,  Pa.,  was  called  upon  and  discussed  the  sub- 
ject: "How,  When  and  Why  Prepare  Bees  For  Winter?" 

This  paper  will  be  given  in  the  July  number,  as  more  seasonable. 

The  time  for  the  Election  of  Officers  having  arrived  the  Annual  Election 
cl  officers  was  called. 

The  Vice-President  announced  the  election  of  President,  one  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  a  Secretary-Treasurer.  Upon  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the  nom- 
ination and  election  of  each  ofificer  will  occur  separately. 

The  Vice-President  asked  that  nominations  be  made  for  President. 
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Mr  wmian,  Gl.be.  relawfe  water  Gap,  and  Mr  Harry  B.  Kirk.  Harrls- 
"""•i^e  ™S«..  both  seconds.  «e.  a  n,«o„  «».  nom«,o„s  el». 

SriS,reS?.r.SrS'fr.r«*«o?S.'£U...nla's.aU 

Mr  Harry  w.  Beaver.  Troy.  Pa.,  and  Mr.  William  C.  Long.  M.ll.ille.  P... 

were  nominated. 

The  nominations  were  seconded  and  again  a  motion  regularly  prevailed 

that  nominations  close.  f^n^r-c  nviariP*;  N 

ThP  ballots  having  been  distributed  and  collected  by  the  tellers  Charles  N. 

current  year.  ,        ^ 

The  Vice-President  asked  for  nominations  for  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Mr  Charles  N  Greene,  Troy,  Pa.,  was  nominated  and  the  nommation  sec- 
onded    Amotion  prevlned  that  the  nominations  close.    A  motion  was  regular- 
ly made  anTsecond^^  that  the  secretary-Treasurer  be  elected  by  a  nsmg  vote. 
The  vote  was  taken  by  the  members  rising  in  their  places. 

The  Vice-President  declared  Charles  N.  Greene,  elected  Secretary-Treasur- 
er of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers  Association  for  the  current  year. 
Report  of  the  Auditing  Committee: 

Mr  Frederick  Hahman,  Altoona,  Pa.,  reported  that  the  Auditing  Commit- 
tee having  examined  the  books,  vouchers  and  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer found  them  correct  as  reported  in  the  annual  report  yesterday. 

Mr  Frederick  Hahman,  Altoona,  Pa.,  also  reported  that  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee went  over  the  accounts  of  the  Publishing  Committee  as  per  statement  of 
Mr.  Harry  W.  Beaver,  Troy,  Pa.,  and  found  the  statement  as  reported  yesterday. 
Upon  motion  regularly  made  and  seconded  and  carried  the  Auditors  Report 
was  accepted  and  the  Committee  was  thanked  for  the  service  and  attention. 

Before  adjournment  for  noon  hour  it  was  announced  that  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  can  be  found  at  his  desk  to  receive  your  dues. 

SECOND  DAY,  JANUARY  21,  1932—2:00  P.  M. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Vice-President  and  Mr.  Harry  B. 
Kirk,  Entomologist  In  Charge  of  Apiary  Inspection,  Harrisburg,  was  called  to 
discuss. 


SUMMARY  OF 
PRESENT  STATUS  OF  APIARY  INSPECTION  SERVICE  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 

H.  B.  Kirk 

In  order  to  give  a  more  definite  idea  of  the  service  given  to  the  beekeepers 
at  the  present  time  it  is  necessary  to  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  territory 
covered  and  the  type  of  the  work  done  prior  to  the  present  season.  The  keeping 
of  a  systematic  record  of  inspection  work  was  begun  in  1924.  There  are  ap- 
proximately 30,000  beekeepers  owning  150,000  colonies  of  bees,  in  the  state  and 
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with  funds  available  for  only  an  average  of  four  inspectors  during  the  years 
1924-1928,  inclusive,  it  was  impossible  to  inspect  but  a  comparatively  small  num- 
ber of  apiaries  each  season.  The  number  of  inspectors  was  increased  to  eight  in 
1929,  thirteen  in  1930  and  fifteen  in  1931.  In  1932  the  same  number  of  inspectors 
will  be  employed  as  in  1931  but  will  be  hired  for  a  somewhat  longer  time  so  that 
a  greater  service  will  be  given  this  coming  season. 

In  1928  an  effort  was  made  to  make  a  second  inspection  of  apiaries  belong- 
ing to  beekeepers  who  had  received  a  notice  of  having  diseased  bees  or  illegal 
hives  and  had  not  reported  the  corrections  as  being  made.  This  proved  to  be 
a  very  satisfactory  procedure  and  was  tried  on  a  much  larger  scale  the  follow- 
ing year. 

Due  to  this  so  called  follow-up  inspection  sixteen  beekeepers  were  prosecuted 
in  1928,  106  in  1929  and  84  in  1930.  In  1931  the  greater  number  of  the  beekeep- 
ers showed  a  willingness  to  comply  with  the  requirements  and  it  was  necessary 
to  prosecute  only  fifteen  beekeepers.  It  is  hoped  that  in  a  very  short  time  it 
will  be  possible  to  carry  on  the  inspection  work  without  any  prosecutions. 

In  the  inspection  period  from  1924-1929,  inclusive,  72,706  colonies  of  bees 
were  inspected.  This  number  represents  approximately  one -half  of  the  number 
of  colonies  in  the  state,  and  at  that  rate  it  would  require  about  twelve  years  to 
cover  the  state.  In  1930  and  in  1931,  95,833  colonies  of  bees  were  inspected.  At 
this  rate  the  entire  state  could  be  covered  once  in  every  three  or  four  years. 
Several  plans  have  been  tried  out  during  the  past  nine  years  and  the  follow- 
ing plan  has  been  adopted. 

An  effort  is  made  to  inspect  every  colony  of  bees  that  can  be  found  in  a 
given  area.  If  diseased  or  any  illegal  condition  exists  the  inspector  tries  to  in- 
duce the  beekeeper  to  make  the  correction  before  leaving  the  premises,  or  if  the 
beekeeper  wishes  to  make  the  correction  himself  he  is  given  an  official  notice 
to  make  the  correction  in  fourteen  days.  If  the  correction  is  not  made  the  colony 
or  colonies  of  bees  may  be  burned  and  the  beekeeper  may  be  prosecuted.  The 
year  following  the  initial  inspection  a  second  inspection  will  be  made  of  all 
apiaries  where  disease  was  found  on  first  inspection  whether  it  was  reported 
as  beng  treated  or  not. 

The  writer  will  appreciate  any  assistance  from  beekeepers  or  beekeepers' 
organizations  in  locating  beekeepers  and  notifying  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
of  any  violations  of  the  bee  law  or  assisting  in  any  manner  to  control  the  spread 
of  bee  diseases  throughout  the  state. 

REPORT  OF  THE  RESOLUTION  COMMITTEE 

The  Vice  President  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
and  Rev.  Martin  P.  Hepner,  Northeast,  Pa.,  presented  the  following  resolutions: 

It  was  suggested  that  for  a  better  understanding  the  report  be  read  in  full 
and  then  each  section  be  read  and  acted  upon  separately. 

The  BEEKEEPERS  ASSOCIATION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  Assembled  for 
the  29th  Annual  Meeting  held  on  January  20-21  at  the  State  Farm  Show  of 
1932  have  adopted  these  resolutions. 

1.  Be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  to  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture 
our  appreciation  and  hearty  thanks  for  the  constant  interest  shown  in  the  work 
of  the  Association.  Especially  we  wish  to  commend  the  Director  and  the  Per- 
sonnel of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  for  their  unfailing  support  and  en- 
couragement. 

2.  Be  is  resolved,  that  we  commend  the  Department  for  the  efficient  way 
in  which  the  Clean-up  Campaign  has  been  conducted  during  the  past  year,  and 
recommend  that  it  be  continued  with  the  same  energy  and  efficiency  this  year. 
With  this  end  in  view  we  recommend  the  appropriation  of  sufficient  monies 
to  employ  the  required  number  of  inspectors  to  carry  on  this  good  work,  es- 
pecially for  the  purpose  of  reinspection  of  diseased  areas. 
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fhonirfiii  pxnression  of  our  appreciation  of 

3.    Be  it  resolved  that  ^^J^^^  ^^^o^^^o^l^^^^^^  McSparran,  Secretary 

the  presence  in  our  rneetmg  of  the  Hono^^b^i^g  address  given  by  him,  show- 

°i\«"be\^'af  of\°hrSop'le  and  for  the  people. 

Twhereas,  it  is  evident  that  the  interest  of  the  Public  in  Honey  and 
Honev  Products  has  greatly  increased,  and, 

Whereas,  so  much  -formation  ^^s^^^^^^^^ 
T.rt^S'i^lr.u^^nT^^^S'T^U  and  Knowledge,  and, 
■     Whereas,  it  is  -t  --Je  -  -        member  c.^  the  M^^ation  present 
at  all  times  durmg  the  State  tarm  o"uw  >-"  e 
educate  the  public: 

,    ^   fhot  tvip  Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bee- 
Be  it  therefore  resolved,  "^at  ^he  omcers  oi  ^^^^  industry  to 

keepers  Association  be  «'^P°:"«"il  beekS  to  b^^  at  hand  at  the 

detail  some  well-informed  Pract  cal  beekeeper  lo^  questioners, 

^^The  sfm'^'^lml^rgCdlhe  St,  and  that  for  this  purpose  the  In- 
spector \nCtof  brempolered  to  select  the  said  beekeeper. 

5.    Be  it  also  resolved,  that  owing  *»  th«,ra1^^oS?Ln^'^^^^^^^^^ 
uses  of  honey  for  culinary  and  <i'f.^'^^P"^Pf^^^o™e  American  Honey  In- 
uses  of  honey  be  provided  ^o^  and  for  this  purpose  tne  ^.^^^  organiza- 

^T^-^S^Zl^eT^^T^!  t'^^^^"  io  provide  a  demonstration 
to  the  public  attending  the  Farm  Show. 

6.    Be  it  resolved,  that  we  heartily  er^dorse  a  d       f  r  ,3  po3sible  support 
the  interests  and  efforts  of  the  American  Honey  Institute. 

n     T     „c  for  <«.  thPrp  are  constant  demands  for  educational  and  teaching 
work'in^rB^^'ketpSpr  ^\^^^^^,^y:^^  ^^elt  l^ouTbfXL^bfe 
fo^tXhTo^Se^t^^S^^^ 
rth^e\^^alSX:  trUtfr'iy^rrSfD^rrtmlnt'of  Agriculture. 

8  Honev  being  a  natural  sweet  possessing  high  nutritive  qualities,  be  it 
resolved  mat  an  amendment  be  presented  to  the  State  legislature  to  permit 
th^u^  of  honey  as  a  sweetening  for  still  and  effervescent  frinks^and  that  the 
Preit  take  Iction  to  have  the  present  law  amended  to  this  effect. 

— ^The  Committee 
(Not  Signed) 

The  Rev  M  G  Hepner  read  the  resolutions  in  full  after  which  he 
read  each  section  in  fuHanaVrately  after  which  each  section  was  subject 
to  discussion  and  then  adopted  or  rejected. 

c^prtions  1  2  3  4  5  6,  and  7  were  adopted  but  section  8  after  an  animated 
Sections  1  ^  :^'  *' ^'  ^' ^    officers  directed  to  ascertain  the  legal  questions, 
ff'^nrandTe  Sred  Tre^t  II  the  next  annual  meeting.     Meantime  it 
was  agreed  that  there  should  be  no  publicity  given  the  section. 

TbP  ^Prretarv-Treasurer  was  directed  to  send  copies  of  the  Resolutions  to 
the  Officers  of  the  Sr^^^^  of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg,  Pa  State  College, 
Stlt^Sge  Pa  and  the  American  Honey  Institute,  Lafayette  Sq.,  Indiana- 
polis, Indiana. 

On  motion  regularly  made  and  carried  it  was  decided  to  extend  a  vote  of 
thinks  t^  a  1  who  had  a  part  in  making  the  Annual  Meeting  such  an  eventful 
oSon  and  That  the  meeting  adjourn  with  a  rising  vote.  The  vote  was  en- 
thusiastically  taken. 


0-  . 
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HIGH  QUALITY  ITALIAN  BEES  and  QUEENS 

2-POUND  WITH  QUEEN,  $1.75  3-POUND  WITH  QUEEN,  $2.25 

Queens  to  June  1,  50c  each  After  June  1,  30c  each 

BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  BEE  HIVES 

Write  For  Catalogue. 


i 


THE  STOVER  APIARIES 


Tibbee  Station,  Mfiss.    \ 

1 


•n       n       ■■       M 


PURE  THREE  BANDED  and  GOLDEN  ITALIAN  QUEENS,  $1.00  EACH 

Bred  from  honey  getters.    That  is  just  why  we  keep  bees  to  get  honey. 
You  will  be  delighted  when  you  see  them,  and  satisfied 

when  you  use  them. 
H.  A.  SILVIS  &  SONS,    Tidioute,  Penn. 
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EARL   E.   MANGES 

"You've  tried  the  rest;  now  try  the  best  BEEWARE."  Authorized 
dealer:  Lewis  "Standard  of  the  Beekeeping  World."  BEE  WARE  and 
Dadant's  "Choice  of  Expert  Beekeepers"  Wired  and  Plain  Surplus 
Foundation. 

BARD,  PA. 


I 


P.  O.  BUFFALO  MILLS,  PA. 


I 
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HARRISBURG,  PENNA. 

IS  THE  POINT  OF  QUICKEST  SERVICE  FOR 

A.  L  ROOT 
QUALITY   BEE   SUPPLIES 

We  carry  large  stocks  and  our  Bee  Supply  Department  is  in  charge 
of  a  Bee  Expert. 

We  are  distributors,  therefore  are  in  position  to  give  factory  prices 
to  Bee  Keepers,  Associations  and  Dealers.  Write  for  a  ROOT  BEE 
CATALOGUE  if  you  do  not  have  a  copy.  And  if  you  have  a  garden  or 
farm  ask  also  for  a  copy  of  our  Seed  Catalogue— both  are  free. 

WALTER  S.  SCHELL,  Inc. 

Quality  Seeds 

HARRISBURG,   PA.      | 


TENTH   and  MARKET  STS. 


»|»   ■■    ■■    ■■    ■■ 
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THE  PENNSYLVANIA  BEEKEEPER 

Official  organ  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers'  Association.     Published 
Quarterly.    Membership  and  Subscription  Price  inclusive  $1.00 


STOP!    LOOK!    LISTEN!— BIG  PICNIC 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers'  Association  will  hold  a  Summer-Picnic 
Meeting  at  Williams  Grove,  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  Saturday, 
July  16,  1932. 

Each  group  is  expected  to  bring  its  own  food,  dishes,  and  silver.  Lunch 
may  be  secured  at  the  Grove. 

Beekeepers  will  meet  at  10:00  a.  m.  at  Mr.  Kirk's  office,  Room  107,  South 
Office  Building,  at  the  Capitol  to  get  together  and  go  to  the  Twin-Dell  Apiaries 
near  Middletown.  Mr.  W.  G.  Lauver  has  extended  a  special  invitation  for  the 
beekeepers  to  visit  his  apiary  and  will  personally  conduct  guests  through  the 
apiary  and  grounds.  The  setting  and  location  of  the  apiary  is  such  that  you 
must  not  miss  seeing  and  studying  it. 

The  beekeepers  will  go  from  Middletown  to  Williams  Grove  for  dinner. 

After  dinner  the  beekeepers  are  invited  to  visit  the  Beam  apiary  at  Car- 
lisle, Pennsylvania.  The  efficiency  with  which  this  ap'iary  is  conducted  will 
suggest  what  may  be  done  at  other  locations.  A  demonstration  of  grading  honey 
will  be  given  at  the  Beam  Apiary  by  a  representative  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agrtculture.  The  importance  of  properly  grading  your  product  was 
never  greater  than  at  present.  If  time  permits  other  apiaries  in  the  famous 
Cumberland  Valley  will  be  visited.  The  day's  activities  will  be  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Harry  B.  Kirk,  President. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  N.  GREENE, 

Secretary-Treasurer 


PUBLISHING    COMMITTEE 

PROP.  E.  J.  ANDERSON' 

FREDERICK  HAHMAN 

HARRY  W.  BEAVER 

HARRY  B.  KIRK 
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THE  AMERICAN  HONEY  INSTITUTE  NEEDS  ASSISTANCE 

A  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  American 
Honey  Institute  indicates  a  real  need  for  additional  funds  to  continue  the  work 
of  the  Institute. 

The  Honey  Institute  is  the  only  organization  which  advertises  honey  on  a 
national  scale  without  reference  to  any  particular  brand.  It  is  impossible  for 
any  one  beekeeper  to  attempt  a  large  advertising  campaign  of  this  kind.  If 
we  Wish  to  have  honey  advertised  throughout  the  country  it  will  be  necessary 
for  us  to  back  up  the  Institute  financially. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  Institute  has  done  an  excellent  piece  of 
work  with  the  extremely  small  amount  of  money  available.  It  has  brought 
honey  to  the  attention  of  bakers,  health  institutes  and  other  manufacturers 
usmg  sweets.  This  work  to  be  continued  must  have  the  backing  of  the  bee- 
keepers.   The  letter  received  is  as  follows: 

AMERICAN  BEE  JOURNAL 

Hamilton,  Illinois 

May  5,  1932 
Mr.  E.  J.  Anderson 

State  College,  Penna. 
Dear  Sir: 

The  American  Honey  Institute  since  its  organization  on  April  1,  1928  has 
without  question  done  more  in  making  honey  known  to  the  consumer  than 
has  any  other  organization  that  was  ever  organized  for  this  purpose.  More 
than  that,  the  cost  has  been  very  low  In  proportion  to  the  amount  of  publicity 
secured. 

Up  until  the  present  time  the  Institute  has  been  financed  largely  by  bee 
supply  manufacturers,  honey  bottlers,  container  manufacturers,  etc.  During 
the  past  season  the  beekeepers  have  furnished  about  25  per  cent  of  the  funds 
necessary. 

Under  present  conditions,  the  Finance  Committee  finds  it  imperative  to 
make  contact  with  beekeepers  throughout  the  United  States  to  get  their  united 
support.  Every  state  in  the  Union  should  contribute  is  just  share  to  the  cost 
of  running  the  Institute. 

Attached  you  will  find  a  list  of  subscribers  who  have  supported  the  Insti- 
tue  during  the  past  year  from  February  1.  1931,  to  April  1,  1932. 

Without  question  there  must  be  many  more  beekeepers  in  Pennsylvania 


who  would  gladly  give  to  the  cause  of  the  Institute  if  they  could  be  reached 
and  told  of  the  value  of  the  Institute  to  the  honey  business. 

The  suggested  basis  of  support  to  the  Institute  is  $1.00  per  ton  of  honey 
produced  or  20  pounds  of  honey  out  of  each  ton.  The  enclosed  subscription 
blank  will  give  you  a  very  good  idea  of  how  this  plan  operates. 

The  state  of  Michigan  is  especially  well  organized  and  is  getting  excellent 
results  in  the  way  of  support  for  the  Institute.  Prof.  R.  H.  Kelty  assisted  by 
David  Running  and  one  or  two  other  outstanding  beekeepers,  have  been  and 
still  are  doing  wonderful  work  in  securing  honey  and  funds. 

Our  committee  feels  that  you  are  the  logical  person  to  head  the  commit- 
tee in  Pennsylvania.  I  would  suggest  that  you  get  in  touch  with  the  state 
association  officers.  You  should  choose  two  or  three  of  the  leading  beekeepers 
in  your  state  and  have  them  help  you  give  publicity  to  the  work  of  the  Institute. 

A  sample  pledge  blank  is  enclosed  and  a  supply  will  be  mailed  you  on  re- 
quest. Every  Inspector  and  all  other  beekeeping  officials  should  not  only  be 
urged  to  work  with  you,  but  should  also  contribute  to  such  an  important  move- 
ment. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  Institute  be  discussed  at  every  beekeepers* 
meeting  within  your  state  during  the  coming  year  and  that  all  present  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  subscribe. 

I  am  sure  that  you  will  see  the  importance  of  making  this  effort.  The 
beekeeping  industry  needs  the  Institute  and  the  future  of  honey  depends  on 
our  united  efforts.    Please  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 

L.  C.  Dadant,  Chairman  Finance  Com. 

LCD*AS  AMERICAN  HONEY  INSTITUTE 


THE  LEAGUE'S  REPORT 


The  Annual  Report  of  American  Honey  Producers  League  has  just  been 
published  by  the  Secretary,  V.  G.  Milum.  This  publication  contains  45  pages 
of  interesting  material  on  beekeeping.  The  articles  were  prepared  by  10  lead- 
ing beekeepers  of  the  country.  The  publication  may  be  obtained  by  joining  the 
American  Honey  Producers'  League  at  the  expense  of  $1.00.  Wrtte  the  secre- 
tary at  the  Vivarium  Building,  Champaign,  Illinois. 


PACKING    DEMONSTRATION 

In  the  Linvill  apiary  near  Media,  Delaware  County  bees  were  wintered  in 
three  ways,  unpacked,  In  double  walled  hives  and  in  two  colony  packing  cases 
with  four  inches  of  straw  on  all  sides,  top  and  bottom. 

On  April  27th  the  colonies  were  examined  to  determine  their  relative 
strength.  In  each  hive  the  number  of  frames  of  brood  were  counted  in  an 
effort  to  determme  the  relative  strength  of  the  colonies.  In  the  unpacked 
colonies  an  average  of  8  1-3  frames  containing  brood  were  found.  The  least 
number  of  frames  m  any  one  hive  was  5  while  the  strongest  contained  13 
ft^mes  of  brood.  In  the  double  walled  hives  the  average  was  4  1-2  frames 
The  strongest  had  7  frames  and  the  weakest  2. 

For  the  packed  colonies  the  average  was  12  1-2  frames.  The  poorest  had 
8  while  the  strongest  contained  15  frames  with  brood. 

The  above  colonies  were  all  requeened  last  fall  and  all  were  fed  sugar 
syrup  as  preventative  for  dysentery. 

Last  year  the  records  for  this  apiary  did  not  show  any  great  difference  be- 
tween packed  and  unpacked  colonies. 


HONEY     STORAGE 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  few  years  regarding  the 
temperatures  at  which  honey  fermentation  and  crystallization  takes  place  most 
rapidly. 

The  crystallization  of  honey  has  been  studied  by  E.  J.  Dice  of  Canada 
while  working  with  Dr.  E.  F.  Phillips  of  Cornell.  Mr.  Dice  found,  after  storing 
honey  at  many  temperatures,  that  honey  will  crystallize  most  rapidly  between 
the  temperatures  of  55  degrees  and  60  degrees  Fahrenheit  while  at  tempera- 
tures above  or  below  55  to  60  degrees  crystallization  takes  place  considerably 
slower.  In  connection  with  this  work  Mr.  Dice  developed  the  new  process  for 
creaming  honey. 

The  fermentation  of  honey  in  storage  has  been  studied  by  Prof  H  F 
Wilson  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  His  findings  indicate  that  honey  in 
storage  ferments  most  rapidly  at  temperatures  between  60  and  70  degrees 
Fahrenheit  and  that  at  temperatures  below  54  and  above  78  degrees  Fahren- 
heit fermentation  takes  place  very  slowly.  In  some  earlier  studies  he  found 
that  many  of  the  larger  storage  plants  maintained  temperatures  near  60  de- 
grees which  makes  the  danger  from  fermentation  rather  serious. 

When  honey  becomes  crystallized  dextrose  is  the  sugar  which  crystallizes 
while  the  levulose  remains  liquid.  The  dextrose  in  forming  the  crystals  takes 
less  than  half  of  the  water  with  it  into  the  crystals.  This  leaves  a  greater  per 
cent  of  water  for  the  honey  that  remains  liquid  and  surrounds  the  crystals 
This  difference  increases  greatly  the  danger  of  fermentation  in  crystallized 
honey.  Liquid  honey  property  ripened  and  stored  in  a  dry  place  will  seldom 
ferment  If  fermentation  has  started  in  crystallized  honey  the  honey  should 
be  hquified  at  once.  j  ^ 

Heating  to  160  degrees  Fahrenheit  will  kill  the  yeast  causing  fermentation. 
One  precaution  should  be  observed  when  heating  honey  to  this  high  tempera- 
ture however,  since  honey  held  at  160  degrees  for  any  length  of  time  will 
aevelop  a  burnt  flavor  and  will  become  somewhat  darker  in  color.  The  honey 
Should  be  cooled  immediately  after  it  has  reached  this  temperature.  Unless 
the  fermenting  yeasts  again  find  access  to  the  honey  it  should  be  safe  against 
fermentation  for  a  long  period  of  time. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  both  fermentation  and  crystallization  take  place 
most  rapidly  at  somewhat  similar  temperatures.  Honey  should  therefore  be 
stored  in  a  dry  place  either  at  a  low  temperature  below  55  degrees  Fahrenheit 
or  at  a  high  temperature  one  between  75  or  80  degrees  Fahrenheit.  To  main- 
tain honey  at  these  temperatures  under  controlled  conditions  would  be  too 
expensive  a  proposition  for  the  average  beekeeper.  Fortunately  a  dry  out  build- 
ing or  an  upper  floor  in  the  home  is  a  fairly  satisfactory  storage  place  for  honey 
since  the  temperature  in  such  places  is  generally  either  above  70  degrees  or 
below  55  degrees  Fahrenheit.  A  cellar  or  basement  room  is  not  as  a  rule  a 
good  place  to  store  honey  since  such  places  are  generally  damp  and  maintain 
a  dangerous  temperature  one  around  60  degrees  Fahrenheit. 


TAKE    STEPS    TO    PREVENT    ROBBING 

With  the  first  honey  flow  about  over  robbing  will  again  become  trouble- 
some. 

Bees  by  nature  rob  whenever  there  is  no  natural  honey  flow.  At  such  times 
they  become  disagreeable  and  difficult  to  handle.  They  may  rob  and  kill  weak 
colonies  and  do  a  great  deal  of  damage  through  the  spread  of  foulbrood.  Few 
experiences  in  the  apiary  are  more  aggravating  than  to  have  several  hundred 
robbers  pounce  upon  each  colony  the  minute  the  lid  is  removed. 

At  times  when  bees  are  robbing  as  little  work  as  possible  should  be  done 
in  the  apiary.    Whenever  convenient  the  work  with  the  bees  should  be  done 


toward  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  While  working  with  the  bees  care  should 
be  taken  that  no  honey  is  exposed  and  that  no  honey  is  left  fall  on  the  ground 
or  in  places  where  the  bees  may  get  to  it.  A  very  small  amount  of  honey  care- 
lessly exposed  may  cause  a  general  uproar. 

A  wise  precaution  would  be  to  prepare  an  extra  super  so  as  to  have  a  safe 
place  for  combs  left  outside  of  the  hive.  Prepare  the  empty  super  by  closing 
the  bottom  with  thin  strips  of  wood  or  cloth.  Take  another  piece  of  cloth  and 
tack  it  to  the  one  side  of  the  top  of  the  super  and  have  it  extend  about  six 
inches  beyond  the  other  side.  Tack  on  the  loose  side  a  stick  cut  a  little  longer 
than  thei  super  and  about  one  inch  square.  The  weight  of  this  stick  will  hold 
the  cloth  in  place.  The  super  can  be  covered  quickly  when  a  frames  is  placed 
inside.  Then  while  working  the  bees  each  frame  not  placed  back  into  the  hive 
should  be  put  into  the  super  and  covered  quickly  so  no  bees  can;  get  to  it.  A 
light  super  made  for  this  purpose  from  one-half  inch  boards  should  be  light 
in  weight  and  convenient  to  handle. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  honey  flow  every  colony  should  be  examined  to 
determine  whether  or  not  it  has  foulbrood.  Any  colony  found  with  the  disease 
should  be  treated  or  burned  at  once  so  there  is  no  disease  in  the  apiary  during 
the  season  when  robbing  is  troublesome. 

When  the  swarming  season  is  over  and  especially  when  robbing  is  in  evi- 
dence remove  the  ventilating  blocks  from  between  the  hive  body  and  the  bot- 
tom board. 

If  the  bees  begin  a  general  case  of  robbing,  place  a  bunch  of  weeds  and 
grass  in  the  entrance  of  each  hive.  The  material  will  hinder  the  robbers  and 
give  the  bees  within  a  better  chance  to  protect  themselves.  By  the  next  day  the 
weeds  will  be  dry  and  out  of  the  way. 

• 

Occasionally  the  bees  will  persist  in  robbing  a  weak  colony.  Take  the 
weak  colony  to  a  new  location  and  close  the  entrance  so  that  only  one  bee  may 
enter  at  a  time.  If  one  colony  appears  to  be  robbing  another  dust  the  bees 
with  flour  then  watch  the  other  hive  to  see  where  the  white  bees  enter.  When 
the  guilty  colony  is  found  exchange  Its  location  for  that  of  the  one  being  rob- 
bed. Close  the  entrance  of  the  weak  colony  so  that  only  one  bee  may  enter  at 
a  time. 


bees 


Most  robbing  may  be  prevented  by  exercising  a  little  care  in  handling  the 


QUESTIONABLE   METHOD   USED   IN   SHIPPING    PACKAGE   BEES 

A  new  method  of  shipping  queens  in  package  bees  has  been  used  this  spring 
by  some  southern  breeders.  The  packages  were  shipped  with  the  queens  alone 
in  the  mailing  cages  without  the  usual  attendant  bees.  The  theory  being  that 
the  queens  become  hungry  and  request  food  from  the  bees  on  the  outside  of 
cages  and  by  so  doing  they  met  the  favor  of  the  package  bees. 

Several  of  these  shipments  have  arrived  with  many  queens  either  dead  or 
weak  from  lack  of  attention.  Under  favorable  conditions  this  system  helps  in 
successful  mtroducing  of  the  queens  but  when  the  bees  do  not  accept  the  queen 
and  ball  the  cage  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  queens  suffer  and  in  some 
cases  die  before  the  bees  arrive  at  the  point  of  destination. 


REVIEW  OF  THE  SEASON 

Spring  started  early  and  stimulated  early  brood  rearing  However  before 
many  bees  emerged  a  severe  cold  spell  set  in  (about  the  6th  of  March)  and 
gave  the  bees  a  severe  set  back.    The  strength  of  many  colonies  dwindled  and 


many  strong  colonies  starved.  The  weather  turned  warm  again  some  time 
before  fruit  bloom  and  stimulated  the  development  of  bees  by  means  of  a  sorinc 
honey  flow.  *^      ^ 

The  weather  remained  fair  during  a  large  period  of  the  locust  bloom  givine 
the  beekeepers  with  strong  colonies  the  largest  crop  of  locust  honey  obtained 
for  many  years.  Alsike  clover  has  also  been  yielding  heavily  in  many  parts 
of  the  state.  In  the  central  and  northwestern  part  of  the  State  the  weather 
has  been  dry  and  the  season  late.  The  clover  began  to  yield  the  first  surplus 
about  the  16th  of  June  which  is  late  for  alsike.  Up  to  that  time  no  surplus 
had  been  obtained  and  many  colonies  were  short  of  food. 

Swarming  has  become  troublesome  again  this  year.  Many  colonies  have 
lost  all  possibilities  of  producing  a  surplus  because  of  loss  of  a  swarm  The 
swarms  have  not  produced  the  surplus  they  might. 

The  honey  gathered  up  to  this  time  has  been  light  in  color  and  of  unusual- 
ly fine  quality.  This  fine  quality  should  help  materially  to  increase  the  sale 
later. 


Practically  no  surplus  honey  has  been  produced  in  Delaware  County  this 
spring. 


The  Tulip  Poplar  did  not  yield  any  nectar  this  season. 


John  Lucabaugh  had  a  swarm  issue  from  his  hive  on  scales.  The  hive  lost 
3  1-2  pounds  in  weight.  About  a  week  later  a  large  swarm  was  returned  to  the 
hive.    This  swarm  weighed  7  1-2  pounds. 


A  GLIMPSE  AT  BACKLOT  BEEKEEPING 

Last  summer  I  was  called  to  a  wealthy  man*s  estate  to  inspect  the  bees— 
meaning  to  look  over  them.  I  found  the  apiary  in  miserable  condition.  Weak 
colonies,  empty  hives,  moth  larvae  by  the  thousand  and  only  seven  hives  oc- 
cupied by  bees. 

The  hives  had  all  been  placed  close  together  on  one  long  stand  about  one 
foot  high  and  directly  in  front  of  large  bushes.  It  was  impossible  to  work  at 
the  bees  except  by  standing  directly  in  front  of  each  hive. 

At  the  first  visit  the  seven  live  colonies  were  placed  on  the  ground  in  front 
of  old  location.  The  second  visit  resulted  in  the  hives  being  placed  In  position 
preparatory  to  uniting.  At  the  third  visit  six  colonies  were  united;  the  seventh 
one  being  in  fair  condition  was  left  to  itself.  Because  of  the  mild  winter  it 
was  doubtful  if  any  would  come  through  as  stores  were  very  low.  However, 
the  four  colonies  came  through,  one  strong,  one  fair,  one  queenless.  The  re- 
maining colony  consisted  of  a  box  inside  a  standard  hive  with  the  combs  at- 
tached to  the  inner  cover,  which,  of  course  could  not  be  taken  off.  On  top 
of  this  I  had  placed  a  weak  colony  in  the  hope  that  the  queen  from  the  box 
hive  might  go  up  this  spring.  This  hope  was  realized  as  on  my  first  visit.  I 
noticed  the  queen  walking  on  the  tops  of  the  combs  in  the  upper  story.  It  did 
not  take  long  to  see  that  she  was  kept  where  she  belonged.  Bodies  were  re- 
moved and  excluder  placed  and  the  box  on  top. 
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By  this  time  the  brood  In  the  box  has  hatched  and  the  combs  can  be  torn 
out  and  thrown  away. 

The  queenless  colony  was  given  a  frame  of  brood  and  should  now  have  a 
laying  queen.  What  will  happen  to  the  four  colonies  is  problematical  as  I  shall 
probably  not  attend  further  to  them  and  nobody  on  the  place  can  or  will. 

Chas.  F.  Hoser,  Norristown,  Pa. 


RADIO  BROADCAST  FOR  HONEY 

Interesting  radio  talks  regarding  bees  and  honey  are  given  regularly  from 
New  York  by  commercial  bottlers.  Certain  brands  of  honey  are  advertised  in 
these  talks.  Creamed  honey  has  been  advertised  almost  to  the  disadvantage  of 
liquid  honey.  Creamed  honey  has  advantages  in  that  it  does  not  have  to  be 
heated  before  it  is  bottled  and  it  may  be  used  without  much  danger  of  the 
honey  dripping  over  the  tablecloth.  It  is  in  an  ideal  form  to  spread  on  waffles 
or  bread  Creamed  honey  has  also  a  flavor  and  texture  which  makes  it  at- 
tractive to  many  customers. 

We  should  not,  however,  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  liquid  honey  may  be 
used  in  ways  to  which  creamed  honey  is  not  adapted.  Liquid  honey  may  be 
u  P^'t  h'"''^'*  prepared  cereals  or  other  foods,  such  as  ice  cream  and  peaches, 
tn  b.nH?.''^  w^""  many  baked  products  where  creamed  honey  would  be  difficult 
to  handle     When  liquid  honey  is  heated  evenly  to  from  140  to  150  degrees 

flavn^  r'f  Vr^  ^^?H  "1°^"^  ^^''^^  "^P^^^y  '^  maintains  the  natural  color  and 

femperature  of'l40  l^^^nT  ''  ""T'"^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  temperature  or  is  held  at  a 
temperature  of  140  to  160  degrees  for  a  period  of  time  it  will  develop  a  burnt 
flavor  which  is  rather  bitter  and  not  very  pleasant  to  the  taste       ^ 

honev'mThPr^h^n^.'^''"^'^  ^^t""^^  ^^^^  ^^"  P^^P^^^  «^  ^^^^^^  to  the  sale  of 
noney  rather  than  to  replace  the  sale  of  liquid  honey. 


of  o^f7l^^^  ^7  interesting  talks  about  bees  have  been  given  over  K  D  K  A 


bees^Z  fh^Trif  r.yrf"^<P'  .?''S*f°.''^  <^°"nty,  shipped  about  30  colonies  of 
Krower  Daid  S2^  n,^°"7'''  ^™''  '''^^"^^  *°  "^  "^^d  in  pollinating  fruit.  Th3 
of  vTmUes  ^^  provided  transportation  both  way^a  distance 


John  Lauchabaugh  of  Adams  County  placed  a  colony  of  bees  on  scales  thw 

evTrIi  dayT"LuHnJrf  aVT^v,''""  T  ^'^«  gained  6  po*;!nds"per"dry'?o" 
10  poun^  ^         ^^'^^  *'°"^y  ^°^  *^^  ^^^test  eai'i  for  one  day  was 


Wesfer^'Ius"rana""fn  TJ^  H?.f  ^'.  T'l  '2^*^'"^'^  ^'^"^  '^^^'''^  leaflets  from 
vveatern  Australia.    In  this  distant  land,  the  Camiolan  bee  is  thp  nnp  fmmrt 

rUI'^f"™^"*'  *?  ^^  '"°'*  satisfactoiT  for  their  conations     They  c"aim  tSe 


■ 


A  law  has  been  passed  recently  in  Western  Australia  which  specifies  that 
all  bees  must  be  registered.  For  an  apiary  of  10  colonies  or  less  the  registra- 
tion fee  is  about  $.24  for  one  over  10  colonies  about  $.60.  The  fine  for  non- 
compliance is  about  $5.00. 

The  purpose  of  the  registration  is  to  make  it  possible  for  the  inspector  to 
find  and  inspect  all  colonies. 


ERIE  COUNTY  BEEKEEPERS  ASSOCIATION 

For  a  number  of  good  and  weighty  reasons  the  regular  spring  meeting  of 
the  Erie  County  Assoc^iation  had  been  transferred  this  year  from  May  to  June 
17.  The  meeting  had  not  been  very  heavily  advertised,  but  in  spite  of  that  we 
had  a  very  fine  attendance,  no  less  than  43  deeply  interested  beekeepers  and 
friends  of  the  bee  being  present. 

A  short  talk  on  the  advisability  of  standard  equipment,  by  the  Rev  M  G 
Hepner,  of  St.  Mary's  College,  North  East,  opened  the  meeting,  and  this  was 
followed  by  a  number  of  announcements,  among  them  a  telegram  by  Mr  C 
L.  Wright,  Secretary  of  the  association,  regretting  the  necessity  of  his  absence 
from  the  meeting  due  to  unforeseen  c?ircumstances  which  kept  him  away  from 
home.  Rev.  M.  G.  Hepner  then  gave  a  talk  on  "What  did  the  Ancients  know 
about  Bees,  and— what  do  YOU  know  about  them?"  This  talk  was  very  grate- 
fully received,  and  elicited  quite  a  good  amount  of  interest. 

E.  J.  Anderson,  Apiary  Extensionist  from  State  College,  was  then  called 
upon  to  speak  in  the  interest  of  the  American  Honey  Institute.  He  explained 
the  What,  Why,  and  Wherefore  of  the  Honey  Institute,  and  elicited  such  a 
great  interest  m  the  question  of  helping  support  the  Institute  that  a  vote  was 
immediately  taken  to  contribue  from  the  slender  treasury  of  the  Association 
the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  to  bring  the  question  of  individual  contributions 
before  the  Fall  meeting  of  the  Association,  when  we  can  better  judge  as  to 
the  amount  of  honey  or  cash  individual  beekeepers  can  contribute  to  this  great 
cause  so  very  beneficial  to  all  producers  of  honey. 

In  the  meantime  the  projection  machine  was  placed  in  position,  and  then 
we  witnessed  for  the  first  time  the  new  film  prepared  by  Mr.  Hambleton  of 
the  Beekeeping  Laboratory  in  Washington,  "The  Realm  of  the  Honey  Bee" 
It  is  a  beauty.  Not  only  its  educational  features,  but  more  so  its  human  in- 
terest, and  its  fine  details  in  the  close-ups,  deserves  the  highest  praise  It 
must  have  taken  untold  patience  and  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  film  some  of 
those  scenes.  Certainly,  the  beekeepers  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  yea,  of  the  entire  bee- 
keeping world  owe  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hambleton  and  his  collaborators  Just 
to  show  how  interesting  the  film— and  there  are  four  reels— proved  to  the 
cpectators,  let  me  tell  you  that  after  the  second  reel  the  question  was  put  to 
the  house,  whether  we  should  adjourn— it  was  getting  late— or  whether  we 
wished  to  see  the  other  two  reels.  The  answer  was  unanimously  in  favor  of 
continuing,  and  a  loud  round  of  applause  greeted  the  end  of  this  interesting 
film  show.  To  Mr.  P.  Crossman,  of  the  County  Extension  Office,  his  faithful 
apiarist  assistant,  Mr.  T.  H.  Patton,  to  Prof.  Anderson,  and  to  our  untiring 
secretary,  Mr.  Wright,  we  wish  to  present  our  thanks  for  having  procured  for 
us  this  interesting  and  attractive  feature.  Of  course,  we  must  not  forget  the 
many  questions  asked  in  between  reels,  and  the  lively  discussion  which  they 
elicited.  And  now  you  know,  why  it  was  after  11  P.  M.— that  the  meeting 
acuoumed.  id  you  ever  hear  of  any  Beekeepers  Meeting  that  would  last  from 
8  P.  M.  until  that  late  hour?— M.  G.  H. 


4-H  BEE  CLUB  OF  NORTH  EAST,  PA. 

We  have  some  new  members,  and  on  June  18,  Prof.  Anderson,  Mr.  Patton 
and  Father  Hepner  paid  them  a  visit,  and  gave  the  necessary  instructions. 
1  Hey  are  all  doing  nicely,  some  of  them  having  a  very  fine  lot  of  bees  and  good 
equipment.  We  are  also  receiving  instructions  in  transferring  bees  from  trees 
and  hiving  swarms.    But,  just  to  let  you  know  that  even  experienced  old  bee- 
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keepers  sometimes  make  mistakes,  ask  Father  Hepner  why  he  developed  such 
fine  speed  running  from  a  hive  of  bees  on  the  Lukas  farm,  after  he  had  non- 
chalantly taken  off  the  cover — without  smoke  or  veil — from  this  particular  hive, 
and  why  he  asked  for  a  fine-toothed  comb  with  which  he  extracted  over  two 
dozen  souvenirs  from  his  scalp? 


TRI-COUNTY  PICNIC 


August  5  Is  the  tentative  date  set  for  the  Grand  Picnic  and  Summer  Meet- 
ing of  the  three  northwestern  counties  of  Pennsylvania.  But  we  are  going  to 
have  more  than  merely  three  counties.  Two  more  counties  have  expressed  their 
intention  of  joining  us  on  that  date,  and  we  are  going  to  Invite  Eastern  Ohio 
and  Western  New  York.  Those  of  us  who  were  present  last  year  will  know 
that  a  good  time  is  assured  to  all  who  come.  For  further  particulars  watch 
the  newspapers. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY  NOTES 


At  last  the  winter  is  over  and  the  bees  all  came  through  in  very  fine  shape 
with  a  very  small  percentage  of  loss.  Owing  to  the  open  winter  queens  were 
laying  practically  continuously.  I  opened  several  colonies  on  January  15th 
and  all  had  considerable  sealed  brood.  Therefore,  a  good  many  queens  had 
to  be  replaced  in  April  and  early  May. 

Prospects  are  very  good,  locust  is  budded  very  heavy  and  clover  is  good 
size  and  about  a  50  per  cent  stand.  The  bees  have  been  all  unpacked,  at  the 
present.  A  few  swarms  have  been  reported.  Colonies  have  all  been  Inspected 
for  feed  and  all  queens  have  been  clipped.  A  few  have  stored  a  surplus  in 
supers  from  fruit  blossoms.  We  are  ready  for  a  very  good  crop  so  let  it  come. 
May  26,  1932.  Harry  A.  Merrill,  Muncy,  Pennsylvania 


BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 
By  Harry  W.  Beaver 

We  are  again  in  the  midst  of  the  clover  honey  flow,  which  is  turning  out 
to  be  no  flow  at  all.  Strong  colonies  with  14  frames  of  brood  have  in  the  best 
locations  less  than  forty  pounds  of  honey  on  to  date  and  clover  is  mostly  made 
into  hay,  and  all  that  remains  is  a  small  amount  of  white  clover  in  pastures 
and  waste  places.  Needless  to  say  that  our  honey  crop  is  a  great  disappoint- 
ment, as  our  bees  came  thru  the  winter  in  fine  shape  and  would  have  gathered 
a  bumper  crop  if  weather  conditions  had  been  right.  However  beekeepers  are 
a  nopeful  lot  and  we  are  banking  on  a  flow  from  basswood  which  is  well  budded 
and  If  that  fails  of  course  we  fall  back  on  buckwheat,  which  never  has  failed 
to  give  enough  to  furnish  winter  store  and  a  small  surplus.  Altho  buckwheat 
is  low  in  pnce  there  seems  to  be  about  an  average  amount  being  planted  this 

ur^^^y.  .^^^  ^""^^J  ^^"^  ^^^  ^^^"  ^^°W'  we  have  not  been  troubled  serious- 

ly  with  swarming,  while  quite  a  few  colonies  started  queen  cells  mostly  where 

lo^r  ^T.°^  "J^^u"^'  "^^  ^^""^  ^^^"  ^^^^  to  stop  swarming  by  requeening.  We 
have  had  to  date  but  one  prime  swarm  issue. 

tr^Jht  f^ol-^'*''''/^  situation  is  about  as  usual.  We  have  been  compelled  to 
b«H  .u^ti.  h''^'.^'^^  ^^""^^  y^"^'  t^^t  w^  P^^^^  last  year  as  European  as  it 
?hf  ^t^^^  a^t''^^''''^^  ^"^  ^^'^  y^a^  it  bailed  to  clear  up,  so  we  had  to  go  thru 
r^nnin^  Ar'^^K^lJ'^'f  t  ^'  ^°  ^^^^^^^  ^^"^^  ^  ^hink  if  care  Is  used  in  u^- 
w??^  ^^  ^^"^  "t""^  ^^^^y  a^^  the  combs  left  in  the  gas  chamber  for  at 

no  QuestionTu^^^  ^^^^^^  «^  ^^^^'^^'  ^  think  there  t 

S?r^^/     ?  .^^^^^^^  Sterilization  will  be  complete.    We  use  about  a  gallon  of 

fower^rice'  Z'f  ^/l"^  .^.^^  ^''^  ^""^^  '"''''''-''  i«  «-«  Snd 'paUs  at  a 

partv  ™s  ^  iniL  "'''  ^^"^  ^""^'^  ^^'^  "  '"  ^"'"es  and  sold  M  to  one 
party.    This  is  looked  on  as  an  acknowledgement  of  inferior  honev  bv  a  ^reat 

LKr'  the  noacfof  t^r '"^  ^"^^^  "'"  '^  *^^  long'nfn  de'creLe  tC 
PennsSaSa  Beekeeper        '^'  ^"'"'"'''  '^"="'*=  '''''"'''''  '"  **>'«  '««"«  °^  ^^e 
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THE  FARM  SHOW  IN  JANUARY 

Last  year  the  honey  exhibit  at  the  State  Farm  Show  at  Harrisburg  received 
cnocial  recognition  and  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  attractive  m  the 
building  The  sparkle  and  variation  in  color  in  liquid  honey  makes  it  especial- 
ly adapted  to  a  fine  display.  U  would  be  to  the  credit  of  the  beekeeper  if  we 
could  make  even  a  finer  display  this  winter. 

The  premium  list  has  been  increased  over  that  of  last  year.  For  liquid 
honey  there  are  now  four  instead  of  three  classes.  Most  of  the  other  classes 
remain  about  the  same. 

The  honey  flow  in  the  southern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  State  has  been 
good  this  season  and  the  quality  of  the  honey  has  been  unusually  ^f^^f^" 
keepers  in  these  sections  are  in  a  position  to  bring  the  honey  to  Hamsburg^ 
especially  for  a  large  disnlay  and  arrange  the  display  to  show  mdividuality. 
The  time  to  select  the  best  honey  for  display  is  now  when  the  crop  is  newly 
harvested  and  we  have  plenty  from  which  to  do  the  selecting.  The  display 
especially  of  comb  honey  should  be  put  away  carefully  so  it  will  not  be  damag- 
ed in  the  meantime. 

The  entry  blanks  for  the  honey  should  be  filled  out  carefully  and  mailed 
Fo  they  arrive  at  Harrisburg  at  least  the  Wednesday  before  ^he  show  opens. 
All  noney  to  be  shipped  should  be  sent  so  it  will  arrive  at  Harrisburg  the  Fri- 
day before  the  show  opens. 


NATIONAL    HONEY    WEEK 

A  good  time  to  do  some  additional  advertising  this  fall  will  be  during  the 
National  Honey  Week  from  November  7th  to  November  12th. 

There  are  many  ways  by  which  a  contact  can  be  made  with  the  public  and 
the  finfauamiTs  of  honey  made  known  to  a  few  more  people.  Some  of  whom 
Will  beco^  honey  customers.  The  population  of  Pennsylvan^^^^^^  ^Jntry  as  a 
neoDle  If  each  person  ate  the  average  amount  consumed  for  the  country  as  a 
Se'abouroneTound,  then  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  wou^d  consume  o^^^^^ 
9,000.000  pounds  of  honey  a  year.  The  production  for  the  State  is  about  three 
and  a  half  million  pounds  or  less  than  one-half  pound  of  honey  per  Psrson. 
™s  condition  r^^^  that  we  still  have  a  profitable  field  'm  which  to 

advertise. 


It  is  not  necessary  to  undertake  an  expensive  or  an  elaborate  advertising 
program.  A  large  exhibit  of  honey  In  a  store  window  will  help  considerably 
to  advertise  honey.  Gifts  of  honey  to  social  groups  where  dinners  are  served 
would  be  well  worth  while  during  National  Honey  Week.  A  talk  about  the 
many  interesting  things  regarding  the  properties  of  honey  or  the  lives  of  the 
honey  bee  always  do  a  lot  of  good  when  presented  to  school  children  or  groups 
of  adults. 

A  newspaper  article  about  noney  or  bees  should  appear  in  every  town  dur- 
ing National  Honey  Week.  Displays  of  different  kinds  can  be  placed  in  store 
windows.  A  display  showing  a  section  and  the  different  steps  on  filling  the 
section,  including  a  full  section  or  a  few  shallow  frames  make  an  attractive 
exhibit.  A  one  frame  glass  beehive  with  a  large  display  of  honey  is  always 
interesting.  A  honey  extracting  demonstration  in  a  large  grocery  store  always 
attracts  a  crowd  of  interested  people  and  helps  to  break  down  the  fear  that 
extracted  honey  is  adulterated.  A  display  of  different  kinds  of  honey  has 
somewhat  the  same  effect. 

Any  of  these  suggestions  may  be  put  into  practice  where  they  seem  to  be 
adaptable  to  local  conditions. 

The  American  Honey  Institute  has  for  sale  some  very  attractive  blue  and 
silver  colored  stickers  which  may  be  used  during  National  Honey  Week.  These 
stickers  may  be  obtained  by  writing  for  prices  to  the  American  Honey  Insti- 
tute 417  North  Few  Street,  Madison,  Wisconsin. 

An  effort  is  being  made  by  the  writer  to  have  several  radio  stations  in  the 
State  devote  a  little  time  to  bees  and  honey  during  National  Honey  Week. 


FALL   MANAGEMENT 


We  must  now  prepare  for  the  critical  period  of  the  existence  of  the  colony. 
The  period  extending  through  the  cold  winter  months  when  no  food  can  be 
obtained  and  when  few  cleansing  flights  can  be  made.  We  should  have  a 
complete  understanding  of  the  winter  activities  of  the  bees  if  we  are  to  be 
successful  in  our  fall  and  winter  program. 

Of  all  insect  life  and  there  are  many  thousands  of  kinds  of  insects,  the 
honey  bee  alone  passes  through  the  winter  in  an  active  state  of  life.  All  insects 
are  cold  blooded  so  that  they  are  unable  to  generate  heat  within  their  bodies 
as  we  do.  When  winter  comes  insects  begin  a  very  critical  period  of  their  life 
cycle.  Most  insects  seem  to  disappear  during  winter.  They  live  this  period  of 
the'ir  lives  under  special  conditions.  Some  dig  deep  into  the  ground,  some 
protect  themselves  by  a  silken  cocoon,  others  hide  away  in  the  trunks  of  trees 
and  other  protected  places.  Still  others  pass  the  winter  in  the  egg  stage.  In 
ppite  of  their  efforts  to  find  favorable  winter  quarters  many  insects  die  so  that 
only  a  small  per  cent  are  left  when  spring  comes  again  with  Its  warmth  and 
new  supply  of  food. 

The  honey  bee  has  developed  to  such  an  extent  that  it  stores  up  a  supply 
of  carbohydrates  or  heat  producing  food  in  the  form  of  honey.  When  cold 
weather  comes  a  definite  order  and  arrangement  of  the  bees  is  formed  in  the 
hive  so  that  heat  may  be  developed  mechanically  and  usd  to  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  efficiency.  At  no  time  is  the  temperature  of  the  hive  permitted  to  drop 
below  57  degrees  F.,  otherwise  the  bees  would  become  stiff  and  die  of  cold. 

While  in  this  formation  in  the  winter  cluster  no  bee  is  able  to  leave  the 
cluster  for  any  reason  without  running  a  serious  risk  of  getting  chilled  so  it 
cannot  return.  It  is  not  possible  for  the  bee  to  leave  even  to  deposit  refuse  and 
the  refuse  cannot  be  deposited  by  the  worker  bee  unless  in  flight.  For  this 
reason  the  refuse  which  accumulates  from  the  food  eaten  must  remain  in  thft 
rectal  gland  until  a  warm  day  comes  when  the  bees  may  take  a  cleansing  flight 
If  a  long  period  of  confinement  of  six  weeks  or  longer  is  necessary  due  to  cold 
weather  considerable  waste  will  accumulate.     The  poorer  the  grade  of  honey 
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the  faster  the  accumulation  so  that  when  the  quality  of  food  is  low  dysentery 
often  results  causing  a  spotting  of  the  hive  and  the  death  of  the  bees  and  the 
colony. 

A  slow  fall  honey  flow,  fruit  juice  or  honeydew  all  produce  a  winter  food 
containing  a  large  amount  of  waste  materials.  If  the  bees  have  an  occasional 
flight  the  accumulation  will  not  be  excessive  and  the  bees  will  pass  the  winter 
months  successfully. 

The  better  grades  of  honey,  such  as  buckwheat,  clover,  marigold,  prickley 
ash  etc.,  contain  only  a  small  amount  of  waste  and  are  safe  for  the  bees  to 
use  even  during  a  severe  winter.  When  a  poor  grade  of  food  is  present  in  the 
hive  the  condition  may  be  corrected  by  feeding  a  thick  sugar  syrup  late  in  the 
fall  after  the  danger  of  gathering  off  grades  of  honey  has  passed.  Each  colony 
should  have  at  least  40  pounds  of  honey  as  a  reserve  food  supply  to  generate 
heat  and  feed  the  young. 

The  syrup  should  be  made  just  as  thick  as  possible  about  2  1-2  parts  of 
sugar  by  measure  to  1  part  of  water.  The  syrup  should  be  heated  until  the 
sugar  is  entirely  dissolved.  The  syrup  should  then  be  cooled  and  fed  at  room 
temperatures.    The  feeding  should  be  done  in  the  evening  to  prevent  robbmg. 

Late  in  the  season  after  all  sources  of  nectar  have  passed,  the  bees  spend 
much  time  looking  for  anything  sweet  which  resembles  nectar.  They  are,  also, 
on  the  alert  to  detect  any  colonies  which  have  become  too  weak  to  Protect 
themselves  A  weak  colony  of  this  kind  will  be  quickly  overcome  and  all  their 
honey  carried  away.  The  natural  way  for  the  spread  of  foulbrood  is  through 
diseased  honey  robbed  out  of  a  weak  colony. 

If  feed  is  given  to  the  colony  early  in  the  day  the  bees  seem  to  think  that 
robbing  is  under  way  and  they  immediately  rush  out  and  try  to  rob  even  at- 
tacking some  of  the  stronger  colonies.  A  general  uproar  starts  making  the 
bees  extremely  cross  and  resulting  in  the  death  of  a  good  many  bees  and  pos- 
sibly some  of  the  colonies. 

It  is  not  wise  to  try  to  winter  weak  colonies  since  they  do  not  have  enough 
bees  to  form  a  complete  winter  cluster.  When  the  severe  parii  of  winter  comes 
the  weak  colonies  find  themselves  losing  out.  They  try  to  raise  brood  in  a  last 
effort  to  survive,  being  unable  to  do  this  the  colony  soon  passes  away. 

The  beekeeper  should  either  unite  weak  colonies  with  those  of  medium 
strength  or  kill  the  weak  colonies  and  then  plan  to  introduce  a  two-pound 
package  into  the  hive  next  April.  Past  experiences  have  shown  that  package 
bees  if  introduced  early  will  often  gather  more  surplus  than  a  colony  which  has 
passed  through  the  winter. 

On  a  cold  windy  day  everybody  will  hurry  out  of  the  wind  to  protection  at 
the  fi?st  opporrS.  Protection  against  the  cold  prevailing  wmds  also  helpo 
the  bees  toTeep  warm  and  comfortable.  A  windbreak  in  the  form  of  a  picket 
fence  cornstal^^^  or  evergreens  Will  do  a  world  of  good  when  natural  wind  pro- 
tection  is  not  available. 

When  the  bees  in  their  winter  cluster  consume  a  pound  of  honey  they  turn 
loose  an  equal  amount  of  water.  All  the  honey  that  disappears  becomes  water, 
carton  dioxWe  and  heat.  Some  provision  should  be  made  to  care  for  the  excess 
S  water  In  the  first  place  the  bees  should  be  located  if  possible  on  a  sunny 
sL  Ml  where  they  get  plenty  of  heat  from  the  sun^  Bees  are  of  en  located  in 
bottom  land  where  the  atmosphere  gets  damp  early  m  the  evening  and  stays 
riamnimUl  late  the  next  morning.  Such  conditions  are  not  conductive  to 
Sh  in  the  colony  Isu^r  of  straw,  hay  or  chaff  placed  above  the  colony 
wm  help  to  carS  away  the  moisture.  When  bees  are  packed  the  packing 
material  should  carry  away  the  moisture. 

When  winter  sets  in  all  conditions  in  and  around  the  colony  should  be 
as  favorablfas  po^ible.    Then  no  amount  of  cold  will  destroy  the  colony. 
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BEESWAX    AND    ITS    USES 

This  article  is  one  of  a  series  which  will  appear  in  this  publication  and 
will  have  to  do  with  the  uses  and  properties  of  beeswax. 

In  ancient  times  all  natural  products  and  especially  those  of  the  bee  hive 
were  highly  sought  after  largely  because  of  their  valuable  properties  and  the 
scarcity  of  these  articles.  Then  substitutes  for  honey  and  beeswax  were  hardly 
known. 

Beeswax  has  been  mentioned  as  far  back  as  history  has  records.  The  uses 
for  it  were  many,  varying  from  practical  uses  to  those  connected  with  witch 
craft  and  sorcery. 

Before  any  method  for  making  paper  was  known  wax  plates  were  used  on 
which  to  make  records  and  write  messages.  The  melted  beeswax  was  poured 
into  flat  moulds  so  that  the  finished  product  was  a  flat  sheet  of  wax  with  the 
edges  raised.  The  messages  were  written  on  the  flat  surface.  If  necessary  two 
or  more  sheets  of  wax  were  used.  When  the  sheets  were  placed  together  the 
raised  surface  along  the  edge  provided  a  space  so  that  the  message  was  not 
damaged. 

The  receiver  of  the  message  would  often  use  the  same  sheet.  The  surface 
of  the  wax  was  first  smoothed  down  with  a  sharp  instrument,  then  receiver 
in  turn  wrote  his  message  thereon.  Fairly  permanent  records  as  well  as  mes- 
sages were  written  on  the  wax  plates.  Lovers  in  those  days  undoubtedly  used 
many  beeswax  plates. 

Wax  was  used  extensively  in  the  various  arts  both  by  painters  and  by 
sculptors.  Wax  figures  of  prominent  people  and  of  the  deities  were  common. 
Modeling  in  wax  developed  almost  to  a  fine  art.  In  the  17th  century  this  type 
of  art  began  to  disappear.  Figures  of  deities  became  part  of  funeral  rites, 
beeswax  dolls  were  common,  wax  figures  of  the  nobility  were  also  formed  by 
experts.  In  some  instances  wax  figures  were  made  by  so-called  witches.  The 
figures  were  mutilated  or  burned  with  the  belief  that  similar  damage  would 
result  to  the  body  of  the  person  towards  whom  the  sorcery  was  directed. 

(Some  of  these  uses  for  beeswax  have  not  entirely  disappeared.  Mr.  Train- 
er of  Schnecksville  has  part  of  a  bust  which  was  carved  from  pure  beeswax. 
The  writer  has  recently  made  a  number  of  wax  dolls  which  were  cherished  by 
his  children.  These  dolls  were  made  by  pouring  beeswax  into  a  hollow  doll 
made  of  celluloid.  Gradually  as  the  celluloid  doll  was  filled  with  melted  wax 
the  doll  was  immersed  in  water,  otherwise,  the  hot  wax  would  soften  the  cellu- 
loid. When  the  wax  had  cooled  the  celluloid  was  removed  from  the  surface 
leaving  an  attractive  beeswax  doll). 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  Wax  Craft  by  C.  W.  Cown  published  in  London, 
England,  for  some  of  the  material  included  in  this  series. 


Buckwheat  yielded  a  good  surplus  In  all  areas  not  suffering  from  drought. 
In  Butler,  Venango  and  some  of  the  adjoining  counties  buckwheat  dried  up 
to  such  an  extent  that  little  surplus  was  gathered. 

Goldenrod  has  been  abundant  this  fall,  especially  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  the  State  centering  in  Erie  and  Mercer  counties.  Thousands  of  acres  of 
abandoned  fields  were  a  solid  yellow  mass  of  goldenrod.  The  honey,  the  combs 
and  the  frames  all  turned  yellow  in  color  during  the  goldenrod  honey  flow. 
Some  strong  colonies  gathered  a  surplus  of  90  pounds  from  this  source.  Even  the 
weak  colonies  filled  the  hive  bodies  with  goldenrod  honey. 

Marsh  or  burr  marigold,  another  plant  producing  yellow  honey,  has  done 
unusually  well.  A  few  colonies  have  been  reported  to  have  produced  over  a 
100  pounds  surplus. 

Wild  asters  have  yielded  considerably  below  normal,  partly  due  to  the 
drought.  A  number  of  wild  flowers  which  do  not  yield  a  surplus  normally  pro- 
duced a  small  surplus  this  summer.  In  a  few  sections  red  clover  yielded  a  sur- 
plus. Large  crops  of  honeydew  were  obtained  in  Monroe  and  a  few  other 
counties. 

Honey  production  on  the  whole  was  very  poor  in  the  central  part  of  the 
State,  good  in  the  southern  and  eastern  sections,  and  fair  for  the  rest  of  the 
State.    The  total  crop  for  the  State  is  about  average  for  this  season. 


USES    FOR   HONEY 


BAKED  PEACHES 

I  use  a  small  round  roaster  which  holds  about  twenty  peaches.  Wash 
them  thoroughly  to  get  the  fuzz  off  but  do  not  peel  them,  leave  peaches  whole. 
Add  1  1-2  cups  honey  (light)  and  1  1-2  cups  of  granulated  sugar,  enough  water 
to  cover  bottom  of  pan  which  forms  a  delicious  syrup.  Bake  in  hot  oven  till  done 
(test  with  silver  fork).    Fill  in  hot  jars,  cover  with  syrup  and  seal. 


STRAWBERRY    MOUSSE 

To  one  quart  box  of  strawberries,  washed,  hulled  and  mashed  add  3-4  cup 
of  light  honey,  mix  thoroughly.  Add  one  14  1-2  ounce  can  of  evaporated  milk 
(whipped)  which  has  been  previously  boiled  and  chilled.  Turn  mto  pan  of 
mechanical  refrigerator,  will  freeze  in  about  four  hours. 

Other  fruits  may  be  substituted.  This  is  a  delicious  and  inexpensive  des- 
sert.—Mrs.  H.  W.  Dennis. 


REVIEW    OF    THE    SEASON 

Locust  yielded  unusually  heavily  this  spring  producing  a  larger  surplus 
than  for  any  of  the  past  six  or  eight  years.  The  bloom  continued  for  a  period 
almost  twice  that  of  the  average  season. 

Alsike  clover  and  tulip  poplar  yielded  crops  considerably  below  normal.  In 
most  of  the  area  where  these  plants  are  depended  upon  for  a  surplus  no  surplus 
was  harvested. 

Sweet  clover  yielded  a  good  surplus  in  restricted  areas  of  the  southcentral 
and  eastern  parts  of  the  State,  but  produced  little  surplus  any  place  else.  Bass- 
wood  proved  disappointing  even  though  a  moderate  surplus  was  obtained  in  a 
limited  area,  including  Potter,  Tioga  and  Bradford  counties.  In  Forest  county 
the  surplus  was  very  small  even  though  basswood  is  plentiful. 


To  make  a  poultice  for  drawing  purposes,  mix  honey  and  flour  into  a  fairly 
thick  paste.    Place  the  mixture  under  a  cloth  or  bandage  on  the  part  affected. 


A  GLIMPSE  AT  A  COMMERCIAL  AREA 

It  would  be  quite  a  sight  for  the  average  beekeeper  from  Penwlvania  to 
see  a  crop  of  50,000  pounds  of  honey  in  tanks  all  at  one  time.  This  sight  is 
not  uncommon  in  the  commercial  honey  producing  areas  of  New  York  and 
Canada.  Eight  or  ten  honey  tanks  are  used  to  store  the  honey  from  one  honey 
flow.    These  tanks  are  about  eight  feet  high  and  three  or  four  feet  in  diameter. 


Especially  in  Canada  the  period  between  the  clover  honey  flow  and  the 
buckwheat  honey  is  very  short,  often  only  ten  days.  During  this  time  the  bee- 
keeper must  remove  and  extract  his  entire  crop  of  light  honey  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  best  color  and  flavor.  The  tanks  must  have  sufficient  capacity  to  hold 
a  large  part  of  the  crop  which  for  a  1000  colonies  should  be  50,000  pounds  or 
more. 

The  equipment  and  methods  used  by  these  beekeepers  vary  considerably. 
In  Canada  a  radial  extractor  is  built  which  holds  supers  of  frames  Instead  of  the 
frames  alone.  One  in  particular  was  built  to  extract  eight  jumbo  sup>ers  of 
eleven  frames  each  at  one  extracting.  It  would  throw  out  of  the  frames  about 
800  pounds  of  honey  each  time  it  was  filled. 

A  number  of  the  large  beekeepers  use  two  45  frame  radial  extractors.  One 
is  being  filled  with  combs  while  the  other  is  running.  The  honey  from  the 
tanks  is  run  into  sixty  pound  cans  and  is  stored  until  an  order  Is  receved.  Very 
few  of  the  large  beekeepers  bottle  honey.  Their  honey  is  sold  in  sixty  pound 
cans. 

At  the  cooperative  plant  in  Toronto  about  5.000  to  18  000  pounds  of  honey 
are  processed  each  day  so  this  honey  will  have  a  fine  texture  and  can  be  sold 
in  the  crystallized  form. 

On  Children's  Day  alone  at  the  Toronto  Fair  10,000  small  cups  of  honey 
were  sold  by  five  o'clock  in  the  evening.  These  paper  cups  hold  11-2  ounces 
of  honey  and  were  sold  2  for  5c.  This  honey  was  sold  by  the  cooperative.  It 
had  honey  candy  and  honey  chocolate  for  drinks  on  sale,  also.  The  honey 
chocolate  seems  to  be  fairly  good  seller. 


Mr.  Charles  F.  Hosier  of  NoiTistown  took  an  extended  trip  thru  the  western 
part  of  this  country  and  south  to  Panama  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife. 
They  returned  August  1st. 


HONEY  FROM  ABROAD 


One  of  our  young  beekeepers,  Tim  Dickey,  from  Chester  County,  spent  about 
six  weeks  in  Europe  this  Summer.  He  observed  that  honey  could  be  bought 
almost  anywhere  in  restaurants  and  stores,  but  most  of  :it  was  artificial  or  man- 
ufactured honey. 

He  brought  a  small  tube  of  it  along  back  from  Switzerland.  The  tube  re- 
sembled our  tooth  paste  tubes.  This  tube  was  labeled — "Tourists  Breakfast" — 
"Honeybee  Honey  and  Manufactured  Honey". 

It  did  not  taste  good — had  a  flavor  similar  to  that  of  sweetened  clay. 

Because  of  the  scarcity  of  honey  and  the  excessive  price  of  It  in  Europe, 
the  manufacture  of  artificial  hon^^y  is  profitable.  It  is  unfortunate  that  tariff 
walls  prevent  the  use  of  American  honey,  which  could  be  shipped  over  thsre 
at  a  reasonable  price. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of  our  beekeepers,  Mr.  John  Hawkins,  of 
West  Chester,  packs  honey  in  tubes,  the  same  as  is  used  commonly  in  Europj. 
Mr.  Hawkins'  honey,  however,  is  only  the  pure  product. 

Tim  also  said  that  the  beekeepers  in  Switzerland  have  their  bees  largely 
in  bee  houses.  When  it  is  time  to  harvest,  they  go  to  the  apiaries,  which  are 
often  located  some  distance  from  their  homes,  and  extract  the  honey  at  the 
ap'iary.  The  equipment  for  extracting  is  set  up  near  the  apiary  house.  Only 
the  honey  and  wax  are  taken  back — the  supers  always  remain  in  the  apiary. 


The  record  production  for  this  season  from  one  colony  owned  by  a  4-H  Bee 
Club  member  was  247  pounds  of  honey.  Grant  Beher  of  Berks  County  took  that 
amount  from  his  one  colony  of  bees.    All  but  60  pounds  was  section  honey. 


PENNSYLVANIA  VISITS  NEW  YORK 

August  6,  the  day  following  the  Western  Pennsylvania  picnic.  Prof.  Ander- 
son, Father  Hepner,  of  Erie  County,  and  County  Agent  Smith,  of  Forest  County, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Black,  also  from  Forest  County,  traveled  to  Ransomville, 
N.  Y.,  to  attend  the  Summer  Meeting  of  the  New  York  Honey  Producers  Lea- 
gue. It  was  a  wonderful  day,  and  we  enjoyed  it  greatly,  especially  when  we 
met  some  of  our  old  friends  across  the  State  line.  We  just  arrived  at  lunch 
time,  and  did  we  get  a  reception!  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Myers  were  the  hosts, 
and  if  you  ever  have  been  at  their  place,  you  will  realize  what  genial  people 
live  up  there  near  Niagara  Falls.  We  were  glad  to  see  our  own  George  Rea 
again,  and  we  listened  with  bated  breath  to  the  wonderful  description  of  Dr. 
Phillips  of  his  trip  through  Europe,  and  especially  through  Soviet  Russia,  with 
its  Utopian  5  year  plan  in  apiculture.  We  had  also  the  pleasure  to  meet  some 
of  our  beekeeping  friends  from  across  the  border,  and  brought  home  some  of 
their  ideas  on  improvements.  The  only  thing  we  regretted  was  that  we  had 
to  leave  when  we  did — and  at  that  we  lingered  as  long  as  we  could — for  we  had 
a  long  journey  before  us,  and  that  after  a  strenuous  day  on  the  preceding  date. 

August  27,  was  the  date  set  for  the  picnic  and  summer  meeting  of  the  North- 
western New  York  Honey  Producers,  and  Father  Hepner  attended  it,  and  had 
a  wonderful  time.  He  was  the  guest  of  Mr.  Emil  Gutekunst,  President  of  the 
Western  New  Yorkers,  at  Colden,  N.  Y.,  and  his  excellent  family.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gutekunst  are  genial  hosts,  and  besides  making  you  feel  perfectly  at  home, 
there  is  nothing  too  good  for  you.  in  kitchen,  or  garden,  or  pantry,  or  cellar. 
On  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  set  out  from  Colden  to  Divers  Lake,  near  Indian 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  where  the  picnic  was  held  at  one  of  the  outyards  of  Mr.  John 
De  Muth.  The  day  had  been  threatening  in  the  morning,  but  soon  we  had  the 
finest  weather.  A  large  crowd  assembled,  and  we  had  a  good  time.  Mr.  How- 
ard Myers,  of  Adams  and  Myers,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Batavia,  Fr.  Hepner,  and  Mr. 
Lincoln,  of  Buffalo,  were  the  principal  speakers.  But  the  greatest  attraction 
was  a  requeening  demonstration,  given  by  Mr.  John  De  Muth — requeening 
without  opening  and  disturbing  the  hive,  without  hunting  up  the  old  queen  or 
destroying  her,  and  in  many  cases  have  both  queens  laying  in  the  same  brood 
nest,  until  at  the  end  of  the  season  the  old  queen  would  disappear.  We  are 
very  grateful  to  Mr.  De  Muth  for  communicating  this  method  to  the  beekeepers 
at  large,  for  it  is  a  very  valuable  process.  We  had  a  wonderful  time,  and  Fr. 
Hepner  is  glad  he  went  there.  When  occasion  offers,  he  will  demonstrate  the 
De  Muth  Requeening  Method  to  our  Pennsylvanians. 

4-H  BEE  CLUB,  NORTH  EAST 

We  anticipate  a  fine  exhibit  for  the  North  East  Community  Association's 
Farm  Show,  this  fall.  We  are  making  preparations  for  it,  and  although  we 
did  not  have  a  very  good  summer  season,  our  fall  crop  ought  to  be  very  good, 
and  we  intend  to  show  our  folks  what  good  beekeepers  we  have  become.  We 
shall  let  you  know  more  later  on.  So  far,  we  are  going  to  keep  it  a  secret,  but 
we  have  something  up  our  sleeves,  and  we  want  you  all  to  come  to  see  our 
exhibit  and  get  a  surprise. — M.  G.  H. 


ERIE    COUNTY     BEEKEEPERS    ASSOCIATION 

Erie,  Crawford,  and  Venango  counties  joined  in  the  fifth  Tri-County  Sum- 
mer Meeting  and  Picnic,  held  at  Canadohoto  Lake,  on  August  fifth.  Its  popu- 
larity is  shown  by  the  attendance  which  has  grown  from  17  to  nearly  200.  This 
year  other  counties  of  Northwestern  Pennsylvania  were  represented. 
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Forest  County's  crowd  included  a  number  of  4-H  bee  club  members  from 
that  county,  with  their  leader,  Mr.  Alio.  Warren  and  Lawrence  counties  also 
had  representatives  present.  From  out  of  State  were  representatives  from 
Chatauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  several  from  Ohio.  A  number  of  County  Agents 
including  our  own  Mr.  Patton,  and  several  bee  inspectors  were  present.  We  also 
had  the  pleasure  of  having  Mr.  Kirk,  of  Harrisburg,  with  us. 

All  credit  for  the  success  of  the  meeting  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son and  Mr.  Crossman,  County  Agent  of  Erie  County,  and  to  nearby  county 
agents. 

The  program  began  With  a  greeting  by  Prof.  Anderson,  and  a  short  informal 
speech  by  Father  Hepner,  President  of  the  Erie  County  B.  A.  A  much  enjoyed 
feature  was  "getting  acquainted"  when  all  prominent  beekeepers  were  intro- 
duced, or  had  to  rise  and  tell  who  was  who.  Then  a  Question  Box  followed, 
with  lively  discussions  of  the  answers.  After  lunch.  Father  Hepner  gave  a 
speech  with  the  subject  "The  Ideal  Bee— a  Pipe  Dream."  He  had  to  answer 
a  number  of  questions  at  the  end  of  the  speech,  in  regard  to  the  experiment 
which  he  has  undertaken  in  the  interest  of  the  beekeepers  of  the  orchard  regions 
in  Erie  County,  viz.  to  try  the  merits  of  the  Caucasian  bee  for  pollination. 
Chief  Inspector  Harry  Kirk  spoke  on  the  benefits  and  results  of  bee  inspection. 
And  then  came  the  demonstration  which  aroused  lively  interest.  Father  Hep- 
ner had  secured  a  tree  log  with  a  colony  of  bees  in  it  which  he  had  discovered 
in  the  woods  near  St.  Mary's  College,  North  East,  and  which  he  had  kept  for 
this  demonstration.  Mr.  Robert  Grimshaw  had  brought  the  log  from  North 
East,  together  with  an  empty  hive  and  frames,  etc.,  and  he  assisted  Prof.  An- 
derson in  the  transferring  operation.  Everybody  crowded  around  the  scene 
of  operations,  and  the  most  interested  spectators  were  the  boys  of  the  Foreso 
County  4-H  B  Club,  who  stood  around  in  their  bathing  suits,  eating  honey 
from  the  "wild  bees."  The  job  was  done  by  Prof.  Anderson  in  such  a  business- 
like and  perfect  manner  that  It  was  a  pleasure  to  watch  him.  There  was  no 
rubbish,  no  chips,  no  pieces  of  comb  or  other  debris  lying  about  after  the  trans- 
ferring; all  that  was  left  was  the  colony  in  its  new  home,  and  the  split  log  which 
was  afterwards  taken  away  by  campers  for  fire  wood.  Now  we  know  how  to 
do  it,  but  will  we  do  It  as  neatly  as  Prof.  Anderson? — and  then  came  the  games 
and  contests;  ladies  and  gentlemen,  boyc  and  girls,  all  had  been  provided  for 
and  there  was  much  fun  and  real  competition  in  the  athletic  contests.  A  num- 
ber of  valuable  and  useful  prizes  had  been  donated,  partly  by  the  Erie  Co.  As- 
sociation, and  partly  by  Fr.  Hepner.  By  the  way,  we  must  not  forget  the  In- 
teresting objects  exhibited:  a  home-made  observation  hive,  made  for  the  great- 
er part  of  parts  of  frames  and  similar  material  found  in  every  apiary;  this  was 
exhibited  by  Prof.  Anderson.  Fr.  Hepner  had  brought  a  comb  of  Caucasian 
bees,  and  these  were  inspected  and  studied  by  a  great  number  of  beekeep3rs. 
The  final  event  was  a  grading  contest  of  comb  honey,  with  instructions  and 
explanations  by  Prof.  Anderson.  And  then  it  was  time  to  go  home,  for  some 
had  come  quite  a  distance.  But  there  was  but  one  voice:  this  was  the  best 
summer  meeting  we  ever  had.  But  you  just  wait  till  next  year!— Rev.  M.  G. 
Hepner. 


TIDINGS    FROM    BLAIR    COUNTY 

The  honey  harvest  in  this  county  has  been  a  bountiful  one,  and  at  this 
writing  is  still  holding  out;  the  bees  storing  well  and  adding  to  the  surplus. 

White  clover  has  been  more  abundant  than  in  any  year  since  I  have 
located  here.  It  is  even  now  blooming  most  freely,  however,  the  bees  are 
neglecting  it  for  sweet  clover.  This  latter  is  in  good  bloom  and  judging  from 
the  vigorous  condition  of  the  plants  bids  fair  to  augment  the  surplus  of  white 
honey  now  on  the  hives. 

Although  an  outstanding  good  season,  it  has  been  a  somewhat  pjculiar 
and  sporadic  one  in  the  matter  of  storage  in  section  boxes. 


The  production  of  honey  to  be  taken  by  the  extractor  is  far  ahead  of  the 
comb  honey  yield. 

Our  first  flow  came  from  black  locust.  These  trees  yield  sparingly  for  years, 
and  then  will  come  a  year,  such  as  the  present  one  when  all  the  trees  are 
laden  with  bloom,  the  bees  just  rolling  in  the  nectar  which  is  water  white  of 
fine  flavor  and  aroma.  This  flow  came  about  ten  days  before  clover  began  to 
yield  and  caught  the  writer  napping.  These  colonies  were  the  strongest  in  the 
yard,  with  two  ten  frame  hive  bodies  which  the  bees  filled  so  quickly  as  to  crowd 
their  queens.  This  fault  was  remedied  as  far  as  possible,  but  would  have  been 
better  if  forseen  and  corrected  earlier. 

When  white  clover  began  to  yield  well,  the  absence  of  rain  told  on  it, 
fortunately,  the  much  needed  rain  came  at  a  time  when  it  looked  as  if  the 
clovers  would  bum  up.  The  rains  turned  the  tide,  the  clovers  freshened,  and 
yielded  nectar  at  a  good  rate  with  weather  condition  thenceforth  in  their  favor. 

With  the  advent  of  the  rains,  came  cooler  weather,  some  nights  bordering 
on  light  frosts.  This  condition  was  hard  on  the  comb  honey  colonies  causing 
them  to  abandon  the  upper  section  supers  at  night.  It  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  conditions  of  that  kind  cause  a  certain  inertia  of  the  bees  to  reoccupy  the 
sections  during  the  forenoons  of  the  following  day.  They  store  the  incoming 
nectar  in  the  brood  nest  and  do  not  move  all  of  it  upstairs  later  on. 

At  this  point  the  colonies  should  have  been  requeened  with  young  recently 
mated  queens,  however,  one  is  not  always  prepared  to  act  quickly  in  an  un- 
expected emergency. 

The  comb  honey  colonies  have  averaged  a  trifle  under  fifty  sections  each, 
and  will  exceed  that  figure  to  some  extent  with  the  help  of  the  sweet  clover. 
The  colonies  for  extracting  can  easily  spare  a  surplus  of  one  hundred  pounds 
of  well  ripened  light  honey  at  the  present  time. 

It  looks  as  if  the  sections  must  soon  come  from  the  hives,  because  the  bees 
are  gathering  propolis  which  is  not  a  desirable  product  to  ornament  the  sections. 
Usually  the  presence  of  propolis  is  a  sign  of  the  closing  of  the  honey  flow,  but 
not  absolutely  for  sweet  clover  which  is  quite  abundant  here  and  may  yield  con- 
siderable surplus.  It  is  well  at  this  time  to  replace  the  sections  with  extracting 
combs. 

Plenty  of  room  during  the  honey  flow  and  colonies  headed  by  young  queens, 
have  a  deterring  Influence  on  the  swarming  impulse.  I  have  had  but  three 
swarms  from  39  colonies,  all  from  colonies  run  for  comb  honey.— Frederick 
Hahman. 


August  23,  1932 

The  Clearfield  County  Beekeepers  held  their  annual  Field  Day  at  the  apiary 
of  Mr.  J.  B.  Hollopeter  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  23.  The  beekeepers  of  Jefferson  and 
Westmoreland  counties  met  with  Clearfield  County  bringing  the  number  of 
people  there  up  to  150  and  making  it  an  enthusiastic  meeting. 

In  the  morning  Mr.  Hollopeter  demonstrated  queen  rearing  and  displayed 
his  hives  with  the  queen-reartng  frames  in  place. 

After  this  the  Clearfield  County  Beekeepers  held  their  business  meeting. 
They  learned  with  regret  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Postlethwaite,  of  DuBois, 
the  Vice-President.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  Pre^dent,  Mr.  Clyde 
R  Wilson,  Clearfield,  to  succeed  himself;  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  B.  Hollopeter, 
Rockton;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Almeda  Ogden,  Clearfield.  The  president  announced 
that  the  annual  dues,  which  were  formerly  $1.00,  had  been  reduced  to  50c.  This 
amount  would  provide  funds  for  advertising  and  notices.  Many  paid  their  dues 
and  expressed  their  interest  in  the  annual  meetings. 


8 


The  basket  lunch  was  eaten  on  the  church  grounds  near  Mr.  Hollopeter's 
home.  After  which  Mr.  Anderson,  Extension  Apiarist  of  State  College,  and 
Mr.  Winslow,  County  Farm  Agent  of  Jefferson  County,  demonstrated  the  trans- 
fer of  a  colony  of  bees  from  a  bee  tree  to  a  modem  ten  frame  hive.  The  tree 
had  been  cut  and  the  part  of  the  trunk,  in  which  the  bees  were,  had  been  cover- 
ed until  the  time  of  the  transfer.  It  was  a  very  interesting  performance  and 
was  most  efficiently  done. 

Mr.  Anderson  spoke  of  marketing  honey  and  showed  some  attractive  samples 
of  wrappers  and  containers  which  he  uses  for  his  honey. 

Competitive  games  and  races  succeeded  this  and  concluded  an  Interesting 
and  instructive  Feld  Day. 

Carrie  C.  Powell,  Retiring  Secretary 


STATE   BEEKEEPERS'  PICNIC 


A  summer  field  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Beekeepers'  Association  was 
held  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrisburg  on  Saturday,  July  9,  1932.  Beekeepers  from 
Bradford,  Schuylkill,  Blair  and  nearby  counties  were  present. 

W.  G.  Lauver's  queen  apiary  was  visited  in  Dauphin  County  and  M.  G. 
Myers,  Enoch  Hess,  P.  M.  Bean  and  Raymond  Fisher's  apiaries  were  visited  In 
Cumberland  County. 

The  honey  produced  in  the  above  apiaries  average  150  pounds  to  the  colony 
and  a  number  of  the  colonies  produced  as  high  as  250  pounds  each.  The  honey 
produced  in  the  above  counties  is  always  of  a  high  quality  and  was  of  an 
exceptionally  fine  quality  this  season.  The  honey  flow  in  this  section  begins 
about  the  latter  part  of  May  and  usually  ends  the  first  or  fifteenth  of  July.  A 
fall  crop  is  seldom  harvested. 

Although  many  sections  of  the  state  suffered  from  the  drought  conditions 
the  past  three  years  a  good  average  yield  was  harvested  in  these  counties  during 
that  time.  Practices  followed  in  this  section  are  to  requeen  in  the  fall  and 
build  up  colony  strength  early  in  the  spring.  Winter  protection  is  provided  in 
the  form  of  cellar  wintering  in  one  case,  outdoor  winter  cases  and  wind  pro- 
tection without  packing  in  most  cases.  Italian  stock  is  generally  used  through- 
out this  section. 

While  the  above  meeting  was  of  an  informal  nature,  considerable  interest 
was  shown  by  the  beekeepers  and  many  questions  were  asked  as  to  the  methods 
used  by  the  beekeepers  visited. — Harry  B.  Kirk. 


LEHIGH    VALLEY    NOTES 


A  very  interesting  and  mstructive  meeting  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Beekeep- 
ers' Association  was  held  July  15th.  P.  M.  in  the  apiary  of  Floyd  Sandt,  Wag- 
ner Orchards,  Easton,  Pa.,  Route  2.  Upwards  of  fifty  beekeepers  attended,  rep- 
resenting points  in  Pennsylvania  and  Now  Jersey.  Elmer  G.  Carr,  State  Apiar- 
ist of  New  Jersey  gave  an  'interesting  demonstration  on  determining  foulbrood. 
Prof.  E.  J.  Anderson  of  State  College  followed  with  a  very  instructive  demon- 
stration on  grading  comb  honey  and,  also,  gave  a  talk  on  marketing  honey  and 
fall  management. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  need  of  finances  for  the  American  Honey 
Institute.  The  members  realizing  the  great  work  done  by  the  same  in  bring-ing 
the  use  of  honey  to  the  public  showed  their  willingness  to  help  a  good  cause. 
A  check  of  fifteen  dollars  has  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  L.  C.  Dadant,  Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee. — Mrs.  H.  W.  Dennis. 


I  am  going  your  way  so  let  us  go  hand  in  hand.  You  help  me  and  I'll  help 
you.  We  shall  not  be  here  very  long  for  soon  Death,  the  kind  old  nurse,  will 
come  and  rock  us  all  to  sleep.    Let  us  help  one  another  while  we  may. 

— By  William  Morris. 
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BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  W.  Beaver 

The  Northern  Pennsylvania  Beekeepers  Association  held  a  joint  picnic  with 
the  Central  Pennsylvania  Beekeepers  Association  in  the  grove,  three  miles  north 
of  Roaring  Branch,  on  August  20th. 

There  were  about  60  beekeepers  in  attendance.  Mr.  George  H.  Rea,  Exten- 
sion Apiarist  of  Cornell  University  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  conditions  in 
York  State  and  honey  marketing.  This  was  followed  by  a  talk  by  Prof.  E.  J. 
Anderson,  of  State  College,  on  road  stands,  show  racks  for  grocery  stores,  etc. 
These  were  very  instructive  and  helpful  as  methods  of  honey  selling  are  more 
vital  than  producing  at  this  time.  The  crowd  then  went  to  one  of  the  apiaries 
of  Robert  Conn,  nearby,  and  demonstrations  were  held.  Mr.  Conn  exhibited  his 
new  extractor,  which  he  made  out  of  wheels,  gears,  a  can,  a  few  axles,  etc.  Mr. 
Conn  is  very  ingenious,  being  a  Scot,  he  builds  his  equipment  without  cost. 

Our  season  has  been  a  very  peculiar  one  in  that  it  started  out  very  promis- 
ing, bees  in  good  condition  and  clover  looking  at  its  best.  A  cool  rainy  spell, 
the  clover  went  by  with  no  honey  of  any  account  and  then  a  short  heavy  bass- 
wood  flow  and  we  had  our  usual  amount  of  light  honey— about  40  lbs.  per  colony. 
Our  buckwheat  flow  started  out  fine,  five  to  six  pounds  a  day,  then  dry  weather 
set  in  and  the  flow  faded.  We  had  rather  an  ordinary  crop  of  about  35  pounds 
per  colony,  making  seventy-five  pounds  or  about  12  pounds  below  an  average 
yield. 

Owing  to  the  large  crop  of  buckwheat  honey  in  York  State,  a  Buckwheat 
Honey  Growers  Association  was  formed.  The  buckwheat  honey  of  all  members 
was  pooled  for  the  orderly  marketing  of  the  crop.  Contracts  were  signed  for 
three  years.  Settlements  once  a  month  are  pro  rated  among  the  members.  It 
is  estimated  that  80  per  cent  of  the  total  crop  is  in  the  pool. 

This  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  keep  the  market  for  buckwheat  honey 
from  b^ing  demoralized  by  beekeepers  dumping  crops  promiscuously  on  the 
market  at  cut  prices  which  always  means  no  profit  to  the  producer. 

The  past  two  or  three  winters  have  been  mild  and  bees  without  protection 
have  come  thru  in  fairly  good  condition  where  they  had  plenty  of  good  honey 
but  from  my  observation  packed  bees  were  far  ahead  even  in  mild  winters.  Ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  averages,  we  will  soon  have  a  severe  winter  due  us,  then 
there  will  be  a  clean-out  of  unprotected  bees. 

My  theory  is  be  prepared  for  the  worst  and  the  worst  will  not  be  so  bad. 
Hcney  sales  have  been  picking  up  lately  locally  but  big  lots  have  not  moved  as 
yet. 

The  program  for  the  State  Meeting  at  the  big  show  in  January  is  in  the  mak- 
ing and  promises  to  be  a  good  one.  Plan  to  go  and  see  the  show  and  attend 
the  meeting.  One  often  gets  ideas  that  are  worth  many  times  the  cost  aside 
from  the  pleasure  of  meeting  old  friends  and  seeing  the  "biggest  show  of  its 
kind  on  earth"  (apologies  to  P.  T.  Bamum). 
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QUALITY  BEEKEEPERS  SUPPLIES 

Factory   To  You 

Hives,  Frames,  Supers  and  Sections  at  Very  Lowest  Prices 

Orders  Shipped  Promptly  Goods  Unconditionally  Guaranteed 

MONEY  BACK  IF  GOODS  UNSATISFACTORY 

Write  for  Catalog  and  Booklet  for  Beginners 

W.    T.   FALCONER   MFG.  COMPANY 

DEPT.  No.  P.  .  FALCONER,  NEW  YORK 

Located  Near  The  Pennsylvania  State  Line 


l|*ii^->a 


LARGER  PROFITS  FROM  BEES 

Buckeye  Hive,  Three-Ply  Airco  Foundation,  Root  Quality  Sections, 
lock-cornered  frames,  Root  Italian  Bees,  etc.,  will  give  the  very  best 
results  possible,  but  not  unless  they  are  present  in  sufficient  quantities 
for  the  honey  flow. 

ARE   YOU   READY? 


A.  I.  Root  Company  of  Philadelphia 

10  Vine  Street  -  -  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

(All  orders  shipped  promptly  by  mail,  express  or  freight) 


■■  ■  ■     M  ■■  ■■« 


OPEN  A  HIVE  CONTAINING  THE  BEES 

With  the  B.  B.  PLIERS  at  your  ease 
The  B.  B.  PLIERS  and  HIVE  TOOL  COMBINED  are  mailed  for  $1.00 

Address: 

CALIFORNIA  BEE  &  TOOL  CO. 

810  W.  Pedregosa  Street,  Santa  Barbara,  California 

READ:     Your  newly  invented  B.  B.  PLIERS  &  HIVE  TOOL  COMBIN- 
ED fills  a  long  felt  want.    I  am  delighted  with  it.    It  is  a  fine 
invention  and  well  worth  the  small  price. 
Rev.  M.  G.  Hepner,  St.  Mary's  College,  N.  E.,  Pa.    May  27,  1932 

State  Department  of  Agriculture,  Sacramento,   California. 

Am  using  the  B.  B.  Pliers  and  find  this  tool  excellent. 

Sup't  H.  M.  Krebs,  State  Apiary  Insp. 

A  very  handy  tool  and  I  would  not  part  with  them  if  I  could  not 
get  another.  — Frank  Zeh,  Tucson,  Arizona. 
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GET  YOUR  BEE  SUPPLIES  FROM  THE 

REYNOLDSVILLE  HARDWARE  STORE 

NOTED  FOR  SERVICE 
FARM   MACHINERY  ROOT'S    QUALITY    BEE    SUPPLIES 

REYNOLDSVILLE,  -  -  Pennsylvania 
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Attend  The  Farm  Show  and  The  Annual  Winter 

Meeting  at  Harrisburg 

Don't  forget  to  send  your  honey  and  wax  products  for  the  Farm  Show  so 
they  arrive  at  Harrisburg  at  least  by  Friday,  January  13th.  All  entry  blanks 
should  be  properly  filled  out  and  sent  to  John  H.  Light,  Director,  Pennsylvania 
Farm  Show,  Harrisburg,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Harrisburg  before  the  thirteenth. 

The  program  for  the  Beekeeper's  meetings  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
January  18th  and  19th,  promises  to  be  the  best  ever.  Two  out-of-state  speakers 
will  be  there.  Dr.  E.  F.  Phillips,  of  Cornell,  and  D.  T.  Reese,  of  Ohio.  Dr.  Phil- 
lips, of  Cornell,  has  spent  during  the  past  spring  several  months  traveling 
through  Russia  and  other  countries  of  Europe.  He  has  an  extremely  interesting 
story  to  tell  about  beekeeping  in  Europe  and  his  unusual  experience  in  Russia. 
Mr.  Reese,  of  Ohio,  and  the  other  speakers  also  have  subjects  which  should  be 
of  real  interest  to  all  of  us. 

Come,  meet  your  old  friends  and  lend  your  support  to  the  organization, 
which  makes  our  annual  program  pos^ble ! 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
State  Capitol  -  -  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Apiary  Inspection  Rules  and  Inspection  Procedure  in  effect  May  1,  1932 

In  accordance  with  an  act  of  ".he  General  Assembly  approved  April  6,  1921, 
P  L  95  (Apiary  Inspection  Law),  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  hereby  adopts 
the  following  rules  and  plan  of  procedure  for  Apiary  Inspection  Work  withm 
the  Commonwealth. 

Done  at  the  State  Capitol,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  this  20th  day  of  April, 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agncui- 

^^^^'  APPROVED-^OHN  A.  McSPARRAN 

Secretary  of  Agriculture 

^^^^^^  R.  H.  BELL 

Director,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
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REGULATIONS 

m  Oueen  bees  package  bees  and  colonies  of  bees  shipped  Into  the  state 
must  be  ^ccompaSed'Ly  a  Certificate  of  inspection  from  the  state  from  which 
they  are  shipped. 

(2)  Used  bee  appliances,  combs,  hives,  extractors,  honey  containers  or  any 
used  bee  eauipment  shall  not  be  shipped  into  the  state  unless  properly  inspected 
and  approvedTnd  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the  state  from  which  they 

are  shipped. 

(3)  Notice  should  be  given  to  the  state  bee  inspector  of  shipment  Into  the 
state  of  any  appliances  not  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  mspection. 

INSPECTION  PROCEDURE 

INITIAL  INSPECTION  shall  consist  of  a  complete  survey  of  the  area  des- 
ignated A  county  shall  be  the  smallest  area  covered  by  an  mitial  mspection 
Sf for  spec^l  reas^  a  smaller  area  can  be  justified  Inmal  mspection  in 
a  given  area  shall  not  be  undertaken  oftener  than  every  third  year. 

In  covering  an  area  on  initial  inspection  the  inspector  shall  locate  and  in- 
snectallTpTaries  regardless  of  size  in  that  area.  Every  colony  with  moveable 
fmmes  W^^^^  by  removing  as  many  frames  of  brood  as  is  necessary 

to  make  a  thorough  inspection. 

If  diseased  colonies  are  found  on  the  initial  inspection  the  beekeeper  is 
n.tPrt  to  make  the  corr^  before  the  inspector  leaves  the  premises.    If  the 

Seper  preLr^^^^^^  treat  the  colonies  himself  he  shall  be  given  a  four- 

?eenXs'  no^^^^^^^  to  treat  them  as  directed  by  the  inspector.     (See  Sections  4 
and  5  of  the  Bee  Law) . 

Colonies  of  bees  determined  by  the  inspector  as  not  amenable  to  treatment 
should  always  be  burned  Immediately. 

If  illegal  hives  are  found  the  beekeeper  is  asked  to  make  the  correction 
before  the  inspector  leaves  the  premises;  but  if  the  beekeeper  prefers  to  do  this 
later  he  is  given  fourteen  days  to  complete  the  transferring:  Provided,  that  if 
the  inspection  is  made  after  July  31  the  transferring  may  be  done  anytime  be- 
fore May  of  the  following  year  except,  that  when  illegal  hives  are  found  In  an 
apiary  which  is  affected  with  American  foul  brood  the  illegal  hives  shall  be 
destroyed  at  once  or  transferred  during  the  fourteen-day  period.  Permission 
is  not  given  to  carry  diseased  bees  over  the  winter. 

The  inspector  shall  wash  his  hands  and  sterllze  his  hive  tool  after  inspec- 
ing  bees  infected  with  American  foul  brood. 

The  inspector  shall  make  known  his  presence  before  making  an  inspection 
if  possible,  but  if  nobody  can  be  found  en  the  premises  the  inspection  is  made 
and  a  letter  sent  to  the  owner  or  person  in  charge  stating  the  conditions  found. 
The  official  notice  and  bulletin  on  instructions  for  treating  disease  and  trai^- 
ferring  will  be  given  or  mailed  to  each  beekeeper  in  whose  apiary  illegal  condi- 
tions are  found. 

FOLLOW-UP  INSPECTION 

A  FOLLOW-UP  (CHECK-UP)  INSPECTION  will  be  made  of  all  apiaries 
where  American  foul  brood  was  found  in  the  counties  or  smaller  districts  cover- 
ed by  initial  inspection.  This  inspection  will  be  made  soon  after  the  expiration 
of  the  fourteen  days  allowed  for  treating  or  burning  dseased  colonies. 

In  so  far  as  possible  a  second  inspection  will  be  made  (the  year  following 
the  initial  Inspection)  of  all  apiaries  where  American  foul  brood  was  found 
during  the  initial  inspection. 

Follow-up  inspection  will  also  be  made  of  all  apiaries  owned  by  beekeepers 
who  did  not  report  disposal  of  illegal  hives.  This  inspection  will  be  completed 
the  early  pait  of  the  season  (mostly  dumg  May)  following  the  Initial  inspection. 

The  above  rules  and  regulations,  effective  May  1,  1932,  Shall  be  in  fotce 
until  further  notice. 


Done  at  the  State  Capitol,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  this  20th  day  of  April, 


1932. 


Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agricul- 


ture. 


(SEAL) 


APPROVED— JOHN  A.  McSPARRAN 

Secretary  of  Agriculture 

R.  H.  BELL 
Director,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 


NEXT  SPRING 


As  winter  advances,  each  beekeeper  begins  to  develop  his  program  for  the 
coming  year.  As  the  program  is  developed,  the  thought  must  be  kept  in  mind 
that  success  in  beekeeping  depends  largely  upon  the  program  developed  both 
in  regards  to  producing  honey  and  the  marketing  of  this  product. 

The  beekeepers  aim  should  be  to  produce  honey  at  a  minimum  cost  per 
pound  so  as  to  insure  at  least  a  small  profit  between  the  cost  of  production  and 
the  sale  price  of  honey. 

Each  beekeeper  has  a  certain  amount  of  equipment  which  represents  an 
investment.  If  the  material  was  purchased  new  the  investment  would  be  nearly 
$8.00  per  colony.  There  Is  also  a  certain  amount  of  depreciation  per  colony 
for  the  equipment  whether  honey  is  produced  by  the  bees  or  not. 

A  combined  expense  account  of  the  costs  for  material,  interest,  depreciation 
and  labor,  and  a  record  of  sales  should  be  kept.  This  will  show  the  beekeeper 
the  ins  and  outs  of  his  business  as  nothing  else  will.  It  will  show  where  savings 
may  be  made  and  the  profits  increased  for  the  next  year.  For  example,  if  mice 
get  into  the  hives  and  eat  up  the  combs  there  will  be  an  additional  expense 
for  foundation.  This  item  may  be  decreased  by  placing  hardware  cloth  over 
the  entrance  of  the  hive  in  the  fall  to  exclude  the  mice. 

The  beekeepers  of  the  State  are  placed  in  the  position  of  defending  their 
markets  against  competition  of  cheap  honey  from  the  out^de.  This  competi- 
tion can  be  met  successfully  only  by  reducing  as  much  as  possible  the  produc- 
tion cost  per  pound  for  honey  and  by  each  beekeeper  advertising  his  honey  and 
keeping  his  markets  supplied  the  year  around  with  a  high  quality  honey. 

One  of  the  common  mistakes  made  by  our  beekeepers  is  to  let  the  bees 
swarm,  then  buy  new  hives  and  increase  the  number  of  colonies  and  incidental- 
ly greatly  increase  the  expenses  for  that  year.  When  the  next  spring  comes 
many  hives  are  empty  or  contain  weak  colonies  that  are  not  profitable.  A  more 
successful  program  would  be  for  each  beekeeper  to  restrict  the  number  of  colon- 
ies and  handle  those  colonies  which  he  has  so  they  will  show  a  definite  pro- 
duction and  profit.  Swarms  that  issue  should  be  added  to  weak  colonies,  re- 
turned to  their  own  hive  or  added  to  a  colony  that  swarmed  several  days  before. 

One  of  the  first  steps  In  successful  spring  management  is  to  check  each 
colony  to  see  whether  it  has  (1)  sufficient  food,  (2)  a  good  queen,  and  (3)  suffi- 
cient bees  to  permit  the  colony  to  develop  properly. 

If  any  colonies  are  found  dead,  package  bees  should  be  ordered  so JJiey  may 
be  introduced  into  the  hive  by  the  last  of  March  or  eariy  pari;  of  April  Weak 
colonies  should  be  given  package  bees  eariy  in  Apnl  so  they  may  build  up  to 
the  proper  strength  for  the  first  honey  flow.  Two  pounds  of  bees  are  em>ugh 
to  start;  a  new  colony  or  strengthen  a  weak  one.  Package  bees  should  be  fed 
for  several  weeks  so  they  may  build  up  rapidly.  Other  colonies  which  appear 
to  be  short  of  food  should  be  fed  according  to  their  needs. 

Poor  or  failing  queens  should  be  replaced  as  soon  as  they  are  discovered. 
Falling  queens  are  those  that  miss  too  many  cells  in  the  brood  chamber  or  lay 
drone  eggs  in  worker  cells.  A  young  queen  introduced  into  a  colony  in  April 
still  has  time  to  develop  an  excellent  colony  for  the  honey  flow. 


MARKETING 

<^omP  of  our  beekeepers  have  tried  the  following  stunt  and  have  had  con- 
siderabTe  success  mL  placed  a  one-frame  glass  hive,  containing  about 
fwf or  threfSindr^^  in  a  store.    The  hive  and  a  nice  display  of  honey 

we?e  Placed  o™^^^^^  a  large  display  card  announcing  a  guessing  con- 

Test  A  number  of  slips  of  paper  were  on  the  table  and  a  slotted  box  in  which 
to  Dlace  thT  ^esse^  Prizes  of  honey  were  offered  for  those  guessing  nearest 
KorrecrnSr  of  bees.  A  suggest  list  of  prizes  are  as  follows:  first  prize, 
2  L2Tound  pSl  ^  second,  two  sections,  third,  one-pound  jar.  fourth 

Le  section  nfth  one-half  pound  jar.  The  contest  to  continue  over  a  period 
o^a  Telr  The  o^^^^^^^  hive  of  bees  alone  will  increase  the  sales  consider- 

Bees  for  the  fflass  hive  may  be  taken  from  a  large  colony  on  a  fairly  warm 
day  ofthe  Lrge  hfve  may  be  kept  at  a  window  of  an  out- building  which  may 
be  heated  enough  so  one  frame  of  bees  can  be  removed  in  cold  weather. 


A  MARKETING  SERIES 

The  following  is  the  first  article  of  a  series  to  be  wrttten  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Beekeeper  These  articles  may  (should)  be  used  by  the  beekeepers  to 
he^p  advertise  in  their  local  markets  through  their  local  papers.  These  articles 
are  purely  of  general  interest  to  the  public  so  that  many  of  the  newspapers  will 
be  glad  to  get  them.  Copy  or  clip  these  articles  as  they  are  published  and  send 
them  to  your  local  newspapers. 

HONEYBEBa  ANU  HOW  THEY  WORK         "^ 
The  honeybee  is  o^^JdJj&=xaest  -industrous  little  animala,  known.    When- 
ever there  Ate  any  flowers  blpoming  which  are  secreting  nectar  or  pollen,  the 
worker  1)eeSgHthfr  this  nect#-^V^Jt  as  it  is  available  or  as  long  a^  y^ath^ 
conditions  permit  the  bee^to  work.    After  the  days  work  is  oVeri/lbla^  bees  aaft- 
tl»«n  work  all  night  long  to  turn  this  thin  nectar  into  properly  ripened  honey. 
The  normal  life  of  a  honeybee  is  about  six  months  but,  when  working  hard 
during  the  summer,  their  span  of  life  is  reduced  to  five  or  six  weeks.    At  such 
times   a  bee  will  make  eight  or  ten  trips  to  the  fields  of  flowers  each  day,  and 
will  Visit  dozens  of  flowers  or,  if  the  flowers  are  small,  hundreds  of  flowers  on 
each  trip     Bees  have  been  observed  to  visit  42  sweet  clover  blossoms  a  minute. 
When  the  bee  returns  to  the  hive  it  carries  back  nearly  one-half  its  own  weight 
in  nectar  and  travels  on  the  round  trip  an  average  of  about  five  miles.    During 
the  entire  day  the  bee  will  travel  a  distance  of  from  40  to  50  miles  and  over  half 
this  distance  carry  a  load  equal  to  nearly  one-half  its  own  weight. 

There  are  periods  during  the  summer  when  there  are  no  flowers  secreting 
nectar.  At  such  times  many  of  the  older  bees  fly  about  as  robbers  looking  for 
weak  colonies  where  they  can  sneak  past  the  guards  and  steal  a  load  of  honey. 
Like  the  younger  members  of  our  own  society  when  they  have  nothing  to  do, 
they  have  a  tendency  to  get  into  all  kinds  of  mischief.  The  robbers  are  often 
stung  to  death  In  their  efforts  to  rob  another  colony. 

The  worker  bees  will  gather  nectar  from  any  of  the  great  variety  of  plants 
in  Pennsylvania  which  secret  nectar.  The  beekeepers  all  know  that  each  plant 
secretes  a  different  color  and  flavor  of  honey.  The  honey  produced  from  buck- 
wheat and  tulip  poplar  is  dark  in  color  while  that  from  clover  or  locust  is  light 
In  color  and  carries  a  mild  flavor.  Between  these  two  groups  there  are  all 
imaginable  gradations  of  color  and  flavor. 

The  flavor  of  honey  is  due  to  the  particular  essential  oil  given  off  by  the 
plant  from  which  the  nectar  is  gathered.  These  flavors  cannot  be  duplicated 
in  manufactured  sweets.  They  give  honey  a  fineness  of  flavor  that  is  charac- 
teristic of  only  natural  pure  foods. 


The  Southern  Conference  which  represents  the  beekeepers  of  several  south- 
ern states  have  voted  to  back  up  the  American  Honey  Institute  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent possible.  The  executive  committee  of  the  Wisconsin  Beekeepers  Associa- 
tion have  recommended  that  $100.00  be  given  the  Institute  to  assist  in  carrying 
out  its  program. 


BEESWAX  AND  ITS  USES 

Beeswax  is  produced  and  used  in  large  quantities  in  the  United  States.  In 
addition,  large  quantities  are  imported  each  year.  The  Imports  of  beeswax 
come  largely  from  South  America,  Africa  and  from  the  countries  bordering 
the  Mediterranean  Sea.  There  were  3,686,202  pounds  imported  for  the  year 
ending  December,  1931. 

The  price  paid  for  beeswax  in  this  country  and  the  uses  to  which  it  is  put 
probably  account  for  the  large  imports. 

Beeswax  is  used  extensively  in  making  furniture  polishes  and  floor  waxes 
especially  when  a  quality  finish  is  desired.  A  beeswax  finish  has  the  added 
value  that  a  small  surface  may  be  refinished  without  the  necessity  of  refinish- 
ing  the  entire  piece  or  the  entire  floor. 

The  two  following  recipes  for  a  floor  polish  are  given  in  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  Bulletin  No. 

1.  Heat  in  a  vessel  In  water  (turpenjine  is  highly  inflammable  and  danger- 
ous when  heated  near  or  directly  over  a  flame)  1  pint  turpentine  and  4  ounces 
of  beeswax.  Remove  from  the  stove  and  add  3  ounces  of  agua  ammonia  (10  p. 
c.)  and  about  1  pint  of  water.    Stir  vigorously  until  creamy. 

2.  Heat  in  a  vessel  in  hot  water  until  melted  1-4  pound  of  beeswax,  1  pound 
of  parafine,  add  1  1-4  pints  of  turpentine  and  1-4  pint  raw  linseed  oil.  Stir 
and  mix  vigorously.  (The  writer  has  used  the  No.  2  mixture  and  found  it  satis- 
factory). 

The  floor  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  dry  before  the  wax  is  applied. 
The  parts  of  the  floor  that  are  stained  may  be  effectively  cleaned  with  steel 
wool.  Apply  a  thin  coating  of  the  wax  with  a  cloth  and  rub  into  the  surface 
of  the  floor. 

Floor  polish  formulae  from  "Wax  Craft,"  by  Cowan:  Potash  2  ounces, 
water  2  ounces.  Heat  to  boiling  point  and  gradually  add  while  stirring  4 
ounces  of  beeswax.  Boil  up  again  and  pour  in  9  ounces  of  water,  heat  until  a 
milky  fluid  results.    This  mixture  may  also  be  used  as  a  polish  for  furniture. 

A  furniture  polish  commonly  in  use  is  made  by  heating  1-2  pound  of  bees- 
wax in  a  vessel  in  water  and  adding  to  this  1-2  pint  of  turpentine.  The  polish 
may  be  made  thinner  or  thicker  if  desired  by  increasing  or  decreasing  the 
amount  of  turpentine  added  to  the  wax.  (CAUTION,  turpentine  is  highly  in- 
flammable and  dangerous  when  handled  near  a  flame  of  any  kind). 


BEESWAX  WITH  STARCtt  FOR  STARCHING  CLOTHES 

By  using  beeswax  in  starch  when  starching  clothes  a  clearer,  glossier  finish 
may  be  obtained.  One  formulae  for  making  starch  is  as  follows:  use  1  quart 
of  water  1  level  tablespoon  laundry  starch,  1  teaspoonful  of  salt  and  add  a 
piece  of  beeswax  the  equal  of  about  a  cube  3-8  or  1-2  inch  square. 

Dissolve  the  starch  in  a  small  portion  of  the  cold  water,  add  the  beeswax 
to  the  remainder  of  water  and  heat  until  wax  is  completely  /^^^f^!,^' ^^^.^^fd^ 
the  starch  mixture  and  the  salt  stirring  continuously.  Allow  to  bol  five  minutes. 
Pour  while  hot  over  clothes  to  be  starched  and  run  clothes  through  the  wrmg- 
er    If  the  starch  gets  cold  the  wax  hardens  on  top  and  is  of  no  value. 

The  iron  glides  more  smoothly  over  the  starched  clothes  when  beeswax  is 
used  with  the  starch. 


USES  FOR  HONEY 

A  beekeener  from  Jefferson  County  offers  the  following  use  for  honey-fill 

a  cer^ea'lfs^;^^^^^^^    corn  that  is  popped,  pour  a  ^^^f-^--^ou^^^^^  ^Tcer'ea' 

the  pop  com,  then  fill  the  dish  two-thirds  full  of  cold  milk  and  eat  as  a  cereal. 

(It  is  good— Ed.). 


Mrs.  Trainer,  of  Schnecksville,  uses  a  mixture  of  1-2  honey  and  1-2  lemon 
juice  for  colds.  She  considers  the  mixture  especially  good  for  that  type  of  coia 
which  causes  an  irritation  in  the  throat. 


HONEY  SLAP  JACKS 
1-2  cup  butter  2  cups  cocoanut  (grated) 

1  cup  strained  honey  (light)  1-2  cup  pecan  or  shellbark  nuts 

2  cups  brown  sugar  (light)  1-4  teaspoonful  soda  sifted  into  2  cups 

flour 

Method:  Cream  butter,  add  sugar  and  honey,  blend  thoroughly,  add  cocoanut 
and  nut  meats  broken  In  pieces,  lastly  flour  and  soda.  Drop  on  parafined  tmss 
bake  in  moderate  oven.  When  baked  let  cool  and  the  taffies  can  be  easily  re- 
moved.— Mrs.  H.  W.  Dennis. 


HONEY  SHAVING  CREAM 

Take  four  parts  of  honey,  two  parts  of  powdered  soap  and  mix  thoroughly, 
add  one  part  of  water  and  mix  thoroughly  again.  Leave  the  mixture  stand  for 
about  one  hour  and  mix  a  third  time.  If  the  b-ekeeper  wishes  a  finer  texture 
in  the  cream  this  may  be  obtained  by  adding  two  teaspoonfuls  of  water  to  each 
pint  of  the  shaving  cream  and  beating  the  mixture  with  an  egg  beater.  The 
mixture  may  be  scented  and  improved  in  quality  by  adding  a  tube  of  some  shav- 
ing cream,  such  as  "Old  Gold,"  to  each  quart  of  the  origmal  mixture. 


A  PRIZE  BEE  STORY  TOLD  TO  BE  TRUE 

Mr  Ebriel  keeps  about  twenty  colonies  of  bees  in  the  rear  of  a  large  lot  on 
the  edge  of  Kersey.  Pennsylvania.  His  twenty  colonies  of  bees  are  located  along 
side  the  chicken  park  and  chicken  house.  Somewhat  to  one  side  is  a  large  pen 
of  pigeons. 

Sometime  in  September  the  mother  of  Mr.  Ebriel  took  a  spray  gun  and 
began  to  spray  the  chicken  house  with  a  creosote  spray  to  control  the  lice.  Af- 
ter a  little  she  was  attacked  by  several  bees,  which  she  killed.  The  number, 
however,  increased  so  that  she  was  finally  forced  out  and  into  the  house  for 
protection. 

Ebriel  soon  appeared  and  went  out  to  see  what  was  wrong.  He  saw  im- 
mediately that  the  bees  were  stinging  the  chickens  and  pigeons.  He  put  on  his 
veil  and  rescued  all  he  could.    A  dog  tied  nearby  also  had  to  be  hurried  to  safety. 

A  final  count  showed  that  35  chickens  and  two  pigeons  had  been  stung  to 
death.  Many  stings  had  been  placed  around  the  head  of  the  birds,  some  were 
also  left  in  the  feathers. 


BLAIR  COUNTY  NOTES 


Bees  have  had  many  fiights  during  November.  The  bees  packed  in  the  four 
colony  cases,  fly  considerably  more  from  the  entrances  facing  west  than  do 
those  facing  east.  During  the  forenoon,  the  mists  obscure  much  of  the  sunshine, 
but,  in  the  afternoon,  the  sun  frequently  shines  fine  and  warm,  giving  the  two 
colonies  on  the  west  side  an  opportunity  to  fiy  while  those  on  the  eastern  side 
are  in  the  shade.  As  a  consequence  they  keep  indoors  and  do  not  receive  the 
benefit  of  these  fine  late  flights. 
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This  will  be  my  second  Winter  with  the  four- colony  cases.  I  have  had  con- 
siderable experience  with  two-colony  cases,  and  vastly  prefer  them  to  the  four- 
colony  ones,  they  cost  more  proportionly  in  housing  the  bees.  The  entrances 
in  the  two-colony  cases  face  the  south,  and,  on  any  fine  flying  day  in  winter, 
all  of  the  colonies  have  an  equal  chance.  That  is  a  great  advantage  if  such  a 
day  or  two  occur  in  February  as  often  happens  in  this  locality.  None  of  the  four- 
colony  cases  receive  the  full  benefit  of  such  days.  For  that  reason,  I  do  not 
expect  to  build  a  four-colony  case  again  in  the  future. 

During  the  latter  part  of  August,  all  of  September,  and  part  of  October,  we 
had  a  severe  drought.  Bees  gathered  little  fall  honey  as  a  consequence  and 
queens  did  not  breed  heavily  resulting  in  a  spare  population  in  the  hives  for 
winter.  In  this  respect  the  difference  in  queens  fertility  was  noticeable.  Young 
queens  certainly  outclassed  queens  that  were  reared  in  the  previous  summer. 
These  young  queens  kept  the  population  of  their  colonies  up  well.  The  hives 
were  of  two  stories  full  of  honey,  yet  the  older  queens  eased  up  in  their  egg  lay- 
ing when  the  bees  brought  in  a  little  nectar.  This  lack  of  large  numbers  of 
young  bees  may  have  considerable  bearing  on  successful  wintering  of  the 
colonies. 

During  the  honey  flow  in  June,  there  was  more  supercedure  of  queens  than 
I  have  noticed  in  former  years. 

Honey  is  selling  slowly  at  prices  that  seem  out  of  all  reason.  One  of  our  5 
and  10  cent  stores  is  making  a  show  of  comb  honey  at  15  cents  per  section.  The 
price  may  induce  many  that  never  bought  honey  to  buy  and  one  might  sup- 
pose it  would  result  in  a  future  demand  developed  from  such  purchases.  That 
would  be  desirable.  However,  the  honey  in  question  is  all  fall  honey  probably 
shipped  in  here.  I  am  sure  that  such  honey  never  creates  a  taste  for  honey 
but  results  in  the  buyer  becoming  one  of  that  vast  army,  who  say:  "Oh,  I  don't 
like  honey!" 

Honey  produced  from  fall  flowers  should  be  sold  to  the  baking  trade  which 
has  become  a  good  outlet  for  that  product  lately.  To  let  the  bees  store  It  in 
section  boxes  and  sell  it  as  table  honey  is  a  grievous  mistake,  and  a  decided 

injury  to  the  industry.  .  ,    .t  r. 

— Frederick  Hahman 

Dear  Mr.  Anderson, 

Mr   R.  M.  Shoop  is  wintering  his  bees  outside  this  coming  winter,  packed 

in  individual  cases.    They  are  worth  while  seeing.    In  case  you  come,  try  to 

bring  your  camera  along.    You  can  take  a  photo  that  is  well  worth  the  trouble 

and  will  be  a  fine  subject  for  one  of  your  lantern  exhibits.     (These  bees  were 

formerly  wintered  in  a  cellar,— Ed.) . 

Sincerely  your, 

Frederick  Hahman 


ERIE  COUNTY  BEEKEEPERS  ASSOCIATION 

The  North  East  Community  Association  held  their  annual  exhibition  on 
September  29,  30,  and  October  1st.  This  is  an  affair  which  has  grown  from  small 
beginning  to  very  ambitious  proportions,  from  a  simple  fruitgrowers'  display 
to  a  Farm  and  Orchard  Products  Show,  embracing  also  a  Flower  Show  and 
competitive  exhibits  of  District  Schools  and  4-H  Clubs.  Why  do  we  mention 
this*?  Because,  we  were  there  and  did  our  share  to  make  the  affair  a  success. 
There  was  more  honey  displayed  at  the  exhibition  than  ever  before,  which  goes 
to  prove  that  not  only  more  honey  is  produced  in  this  part  of  Ene  County,  but 
that  there  are  coming  to  the  front  a  number  of  young  and  ambitious  beekeep- 
ers the  result  of  the  united  efforts  of  Prof.  Anderson,  Messrs,  Crossman  and  Pat- 
ton,  of  the  County  Agent's  Office,  and  Father  Hepner  and  his  untiring  co-worker, 
Prof  R  A  Fordyce,  of  the  North  East  Joint  High  School.  There  were  about  six 
boys  of  the  Agricultural  Class,  of  Prof.  Fordyce,  who  have  been  doing  project 
work  in  Apiculture  this  year,  and  who  exhibited  the  results  of  their  labor  to- 
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o.PthPr  with  their  record  books.  And  let  me  tell  you,  these  youngsters  put  us 
llder  brekeepere  to  shame  by  their  orderly  business  methods  their  enthusiasm 
for  the  cauirfnd  lit  but  not  least,  for  their  success  in  marketing  their  crop. 
Father  Ser  Sad  a  very  attractive  display  of  various  kinds  of  honey-sec  lon^ 
shallow  frame  and  bottled,  also  wax  and  wax  products.  And  this  latter  item 
IhoulTbeoT  interest  to  all  beekeepers.  Although  wax  does  not  command  the 
hlBhDrice  which  it  did  some  years  ago,  it  is  still  a  very  valuable  by-product  of 
tofapSry.Ind  new  uses  are  being  found  for  it  so  that  there  is  aU  reason  in  the 
woriH  to  pxDect  a  gradual  improvement  of  the  wax  market.  The  A.  I.  Root 
CoSany.  ofMedina,  Ohio,  hfs  been  manufacturing  -J  for  a  llttle^^^^^^^  two 
vpars  a  sacramental  100  p.  c.  pure  beeswax  candle  for  the  Catholic  Church,  ana 
fs  /raduahv  eZan^^^^  trade  in  this  article.    This  year  they  have  come  out 

with  a  new  ^^^^  dinner  candle  for  the  table,  and  this  has  become  a  great 

Tttraction^he^^^^^^  displayed.    Father  Hepner  had  a  number  of  these  vai^^^^^^ 
sized  and  shaped  candles  on  exhibit  to  show  what  can  be  "^^^de  of  rea^l  be^^^^^ 
and  these  softly  burning  candles  with  their  sweet  odor  aroused  the  mtejest  of 
the  large  crowd  that  thronged  the  place  at  all  times  during  the  time  of  the  show. 

— M.  G.  H. 


On  Armistice  Day.  November  11.  at  8  P.  M.,  we  had  our  Fall  Meeting  in 
the  roonTs  of  the  Erie  County  Agent's  Office  in  the  Court  House  in  Ene.  Pro- 
fessorXderson  Father  Hepner  were  the  prindpal  speakers.    The  program 

wTverrhiteresting,  Prof.  Anderson  telling  the  beekeepers-and  there  were 
some  novices  among  them-what  to  do  in  order  to  secure  a  crop  of  honej  next 
season.  Father  Hepner  reported  what  he  had  seen  and  heard  at  the  various 
meetings  he  attended  during  the  summer,  and  recited  some  amusing  and  strange 
occurances  he  had  experienced  In  his  work.  We  noted  with  ^eat  satisfaction 
the  presence  of  Prof.  Fordyce  with  3  or  4  of  his  boys.  Mr.  Patton  informed 
us  that  the  4-H  Bee  Club  now  is  established  in  the  western  part  of  Erie  County. 
A  lively  and  instructive  discus^on  of  beekeeping  problems  followed  the  regular 
program. — M.  G.  H. 


4-H  BEE  CLUB  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

Well  we  did  it,  and  it  was  not  only  a  success,  but  also  a  lot  of  fun.    At  the 
North  East  Community  Association  Fair,  we  put  on  not  only  individual  exhibits 
but  we  also  had  an  extracting  demonstration.    Surrounded  by  a  nng  of  interest- 
ed spectators,  we  stood  with  our  combs  and  knife  and  extractor,  and  altnougn 
we  knew  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it,  we  had  not  rehearsed  the  affair.    It 
would  have  been  a  deaf-and-dumb  show  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  happy  idea  to 
introduce  the  demonstration  by  an  oral  examination  of  the  boys  by  Father 
Hepner,  who  began  to  quiz  us  in  true  teacher  style.    We  soon  gained  confidence 
and  discovered  to  our  own  surprise  that  we  could  think  and  talk  on  our  feet 
before  a  crowd.    And  thus  the  extracting  was  done  accompanied  by  explana- 
tions of  every  move,  and  with  good  results.     The  funny  part  was  that  after 
churning  out  the  last  set  of  combs,  the  extractor  balked  and  would  not  budge. 
So  we  were  glad  that  it  had  sense  enough  to  stop  when  it  did,  and  not  before 
that.    We  distributed  some  samples  of  the  fresh  extracted  honey,  and  talked  a 
little  on  honey  and  its  various  kinds  and  uses.    Albert  Lukas  had  a  glass  hive 
of  bees  on  exhibit.    We  also  entered  the  competitive  exhibits  of  comb  honey, 
and,  what  do  you  think,  Richard  Farver,  who  started  work  with  bees  only  this 
spring,  received  the  first  prize  for  light,  and  the  second  for  dark  section  honey, 
whilst  Albert  Lukas  was  first  with  dark,  and  second  with  light  sections.    So, 
all  in  all,  we  think  we  did  fairly  well. 

Several  of  us  attended  the  County  Association  Meeting  on  the  evening  of 
November  11,  and  met  a  new  member  from  the  other  side  of  Erie  County. 
Father  Hepner  also  told  us  that  he  expected  to  have  a  girl— beg  pardon,  a  young 
lady— join  the  club  next  spring.  Oh  yes,  we  know  there  are  some  girl  members 
in  other  counties  but  just  wait  until  she  meets  some  of  our  bees! 

— M.  G.  H. 
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LEHIGH  VAXLEY  NOTES 

The  last  meeting  of  the  season  was  held  in  the  Trexler  Apiaries  at  Schnecks- 
ville,  Mr.  A.  C.  Trainer,  manager.  Mr.  Harry  B.  Kirk,  State  Apiarist,  was  given 
charge  of  this  meeting. 

Foulbrood  was  thoroughly  discussed  at  this  and  other  meetings  during  the 
season.  The  disease  Is  on  the  decrease  in  this  locality  due  to  Mr.  Kirk's  in- 
spection work  and  the  attention  given  the  disease  by  the  beekeepers. 

The  fact  that  both  Mr.  Kirk  and  Professor  Anderson  have  been  untiring 
in  their  work  is  appreciated  beyond  words  and  we  anticipate  having  them  with 
us  again  the  coming  season. 

We  enjoyed  reading  the  former  copies  of  the  Pennsylvania  Beekeeper  es- 
pecially the  April  issue  which  gave  a  full  account  of  the  State  Convention  held 
in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  last  January. 

In  behalf  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Beekeepers'  Association,  we  extend  Sincere 
Holiday  Greetings  to  the  Publishing  Committee  and  Officers  of  the  State  As- 
sociation and  all  the  readers  of  this  Journal. 

Respectfully, 

...  Mr.  H.  M.  Dennis 


BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  W.  Beaver 

The  Year,  1932,  turned  out  to  be  an  average  year  with  us  as  far  as  produc- 
tion goes.  The  big  markets  have  been  rather  slow  and  as  for  local  markets  price 
cutting  has  made  them  unprofitable. 

We  have  been  working  the  grocery  trade  as  never  before  and  have  had  many 
and  varied  experiences.  For  instance,  on  reading  the  article  by  Elsa  J.  Fish- 
aber,  December  "Gleanings,"  page  732,  I  find  the  astonishing  statement:  "while 
driving  westward  thru  the  whole  length  of  Pennsylvania,  we  did  not  see  a  single 
five-pound  pail  of  honey  in  all  of  the  places  in  which  we  stopped,  except  those 
we  had  with  us."  I  thought  what  a  marvelous  opportunity  to  sell  honey.  Of 
course  I  knew  Troy  was  well  supplied,  also  adjoining  towns,  but  beyond  I  was 
not  so  sure  so  my  wife  and  I  loaded  the  car  and  worked  the  Roosevelt  High- 
way, the  road  the  above  party  traveled,  for  over  eighty  miles. 

Did  we  find  honey,  and  how?  Almost  every  store  in  every  town  had  ample 
supplies  and  at  lower  retail  prices  than  we  were  wholesaling. 

By  hard  and  constant  labor,  we  have  established  several  honey  routes  which 
we  intend  to  work  at  regular  intervals  and,  by  putting  out  high  quality  goods, 
we  expect  to  increase  our  sales  to  a  profitable  point.  Our  worst  trouble  is  that 
we  find  miserable  comb  honey — unwrapped,  travel  stained  and  mussy — stuff  that 
disgusts  the  housewife  and  grocer  alike  and  that  kills  a  sale  for  first  class  goods 
as  a  grocer  will  not  buy  fancy  goods  till  he  can  get  rid  of  the  poor  stuff.  We 
find,  however,  that  when  we  supply  a  grocer  with  first  class  goods  he  will  wait 
for  us  if  we  happen  to  be  a  few  days  late  on  our  trip.  One  thing  this  depression 
will  do — it  will  enable  folks,  who  have  work,  to  buy  honey  at  unheard-of  prices, 
at  least  in  this  generation,  and  the  scramble  of  beekeepers  to  sell  their  honey 
locally  will  help  to  regain  ground  that  was  lost  during  the  flush  times  during  and 
immediately  after  the  war. 

We  finished  packing  bees  about  the  20th  of  November — about  the  usual 
time  for  us.  We  do  not  care  to  pack  too  early,  as  the  bees  seem  to  get  more  or 
less  mixed,  whereas  when  packed  after  cooler  weather  sets  in,  they  are  not  much 
disturbed  and,  by  the  time  that  they  get  a  flight,  they  seem  to  mark  their  places 
much  better  than  if  packed  during  warm  weather. 

Yes — and  the  Farm  Show  at  Harrisburg  and  our  meeting  there.  Last  year 
we  had  a  larger  attendance  than  for  years,  which  shows  that  the  busy  bee  has 
not  lost  its  hold  on  nature  lovers.  Time  was  when  it  was  necessary  to  spend 
time  and  money  for  our  annual  meeting  only.  Now  we  get  the  greatest  farm 
show  on  earth  and  a  chance  to  attend  our  annual  meeting  for  the  price  of  one 
and  a  grand  outing  it  is. 

All  aboard  for  the  farm  show,  January  16th  to  20th! 
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Three  Good  Rules  For  Penna.  Beekeepers 

RULE  1 — Requeen  all  colonies  in  time  to  have  plenty  of  young 
bees  for  Winter  and  to  have  a  young  queen  ready  to  forge  ahead  in  the 
Spring.    The  race  is  to  the  young  with  vim,  vitality  and  vigor. 

RULE  2— Requeen  with  Home  Grown  stock.  Not  because  it  is 
home  bred  but  because  it  is  good  stock  and  the  equal  of  any  on  the 
market,  well  suited  to  our  beekeeping  conditions  and  in  a  day  or  two  a 
queen  can  be  sent  anywhere  in  the  state.  At  this  season  of  the  year 
prompt  delivery  of  the  finest  queens  can  be  had.  Queen  breeders  of  the 
state  are  deserving  of  your  patronage,  and  we  thank  you  for  giving  us 
a  good  share  of  that  patronage. 

RULE  3— Requeen  with  Hollopeter's  strain  of  prolific,  hardy,  hard 
working  Italians.  They  have  stood  the  test  for  21  years  and  we  would 
be  pleased  to  give  you  a  list  of  satisfied  customers  from  the  officers  of 
the  Penna  State  Beekeepers  Association  to  the  backlot  beekeeper  with 
only  a  colony  or  two.  We  are  doing  our  best  to  give  the  best  value  in 
stock  and  service  we  have  ever  given  and  your  orders  will  help  us  to 
serve  you  in  a  still  larger  and  better  way.  Get  in  touch  with  us  to  our 
mutual  advantage. 

PRICES— One  select  untested  Italian  queen,  50c  each;  $5.00  a 
dozen.  Tested  queens,  $1.00  each.  Safe  arrival  and  satisfaction  guar- 
anteed.   Address 

WHITE  PINE  BEE  FARMS 

BOCKTON,     PENNSYLVANIA  —  —  _  L.  B.  80 
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You  will  get  queens  that  will  please  you  if  you 

BUY  "SHE-SUITS-ME"  QUEENS  FROM  LATHAM 

inis  Italian  stock  cannot  be  beaten  for  all  round  excellence. 

One  queen,  untested,  80c.    Six  queens  $4.    50  for  $31.    100  queens  $60 

Season  May  20  to  November  1 
A^.^^^^  LATHAM  -  .  Norwichtown,  Conn. 

Alter  August  20,  one  queen  60c;  10  or  more,  50c  each 
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PURE  ITALIAN  QUEENS 

BRED  FOR  HONEY  GATHERING 

PRICES— One  Queen  for  60c;  three  for  $1.70.  four  or  more  50c  each 
SATISFACTION    AND    SAFE    DELIVERY    GUARANTEED 

Ronald  Kirk,  R.  D.  1,  Box  34,  Rockton,  Pa.    ! 
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FLOYD  H.   SANDT 
Dealer  In 
LEWIS    QUALITY   BEE    SUPPLIES    AND    DADANT'S    WIRED 

FOUNDATION 24  Hour  Service 

R.  D.  No.  2  EASTON,  PA. 
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